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Organized Energy. 

Rv j'oh.i Ucniiis. 

A dp-al of thought has been given to 
your request ior iciy views on labor ques- 
tions before frmtiiiii^' a reply. Not that 

my •.•;:v,'sarc of p.ir- i,.a'Licular iinporlaiice, 
i.Til. becitu,-;fc I believe that ihese questions 
are c.i' pn.rniuount inuxjrtar.ce l-.i the \yc;<1] 
of the city, the .state, tiie counuy, and the 
■.vcrUA. 

V. iii's Is-bor organizations have been in 
' o^.ii:. for iDAny yesrs, if is only within a 
?oir.iJi--riitively short period that they liavf. 
ccne to be viewed in tiic clear light o( po- 
litical economy and weighed in a true bal- 
iifice . 

hi the first place it must not be forgotten 
I'liat sldiled labor forms, in reality, an 
'jHonuoii.s \ested capital, and that without 
huiuaii endeavor or energy properly ap- 
yii'.i'l, caiiital, considered as money, would 
bt Dijrveledb. lleiice, under the present 
hght, skilled labci' assumes a certain dig- 
nity arid iiiiporlaiice which sound political 
econouusts do not underestimate. 

Let us figure a bit, right here, as an 
illu.-striitio'.i of the ^loint I am trying to 
bring out. It will, I tliink, readily be con- 
ceded Lliat 52.50 per '''.ay is a very low aver- 
age for skilled work; but I \Nant to assume 
s'j.cii losv average toi pi eseut purposts; the 
figuie itself is in this crse arbitrary. Vet 
the v.ork. of one man, at the price named, 
Cor three hniidrcd days in a year, uie?ins 
the euiployuient of a capital, or addilioi: 
■ci; tlie re':.-iur.--.-f. of any given plant, of 
Si'„<.xX) toT on.? year. If you have fifty 
tr.enibers uf I.ocal d^, and they aie each 
■>:!U))loycd at /?.5a per day, it means a cap- 
italii-.ed ciieri'y or force, which is equal to 

"as'.', capital of $~iy <,ooo. Assuming that 
you r'-ave oulv fifty loc:'.ls, v,itli an average 
;iii-UiL;Ci3hip of fiftv, woiking at this con- 



cededly low price of $2.50 per day, your 
capitalized energy represents a cash fund 
amounting to the snug sum of ?37, 500,000, 
assuming as before that money is worth 5 
per cent. 

We are dealing for the present with the 
electrical industry with which we are fa- 
miliar, but we mu.st reineniber that the 
same principle holds good in all other 
branches of skilled, or for that matter un- 
skilled work. Now, if I have made my 
illustration clear, we are better prepared 
to consider questions arising from this pe- 
cnliar combination 0/ energy with the 
power which controls and directs it; a 
power which we sometimes unthinkingly 
regard as the real and only capitaliiivested 
in any given industry-. 

1 shall not take up any of your valuable 
space with arguments upholding the dig- 
nity of labor. If my proponition is true — 
and it is merely an axiom of political econ- 
omy in another dre.ss — no arguments are 
required to point out the importance of 
this vast amount of energy to the body 
politic. Take away this energy ; which it 
suits my fancy to clothe in its true colors 
an capital, and the world would be an un- 
inhabitable desert. When a little group 
of fifty skilled workmen represent a capi- 
talization of from three-quarters of a mil- 
lion to upwards of a million dollars, it 
would be rank folly, verging on insult, to 
make a plea for its importance. 

There is still another view in which 
skilled work should be re<:;arded, when en- 
tering upon a discu.-sion of itf, many and 
soir:';vvhat complex problems. .Oid you 
ever slop to think how litile t.iiyi.iung else 
than labor eiili;rs into many fabrics ? Take, 
for example the modern bat i.lcsliip which 
is valued in ils cai,;))lete form clo.'ie to ttve 
miirions of dollar.'. How much of real 
capital — in the coiii'iion acceptation of the 



term — enters into the make-tip of this mon- 
ster fabric? Not many years t'.go, in com- 
pany with a guide, I vivitad a iract of some 
six thousand acres of virgin forest kir.d in 
the heart of the Adirondack inouniain.'^. 
Tt was said to contain a luoiiniain of high 
grade iron ore ; so high indeed; thai it was 
susceptible of being transformed into stet^i 
with remarkable ease nt'.i pcon.n.iy. '.rhe 
six thoiisaiid acres v. e:e 60>d for si.v vlious- 
and dollars, and an iion pro.'iiicirg ;.':iiit 
erected^ 1 had occasiou to trace '.lie first 
filfy thousand tons of the otitpr<t of tlird 
mine, and .t found that it ■'.vas used for the 
niannfaciure of steel rails and liie skele- 
ton of stee! v.-ar ships. Tlic sjitir;-'. out- 
put of that mine, from, that day l,i this, 
has been taken from less than leu r.cres oi 
the land originally pni chased. It iviU thus 
be seen that the raw material from wh.iv.h 
these iuitr.ense engines of war are e\'olved 
is practically nature's contribution to the 
fabric. Now, how much, of the completed 
value is represented by the element of la- 
bor, regarded in the light of real capital, 
.■is a matter of fact, the only capii.'il, other 
than skilled energy, is a matter of credit 
and skill in utilizing the enormous energy- 
capital required. In the most libera! con- 
struction, it resolves itvili to crediv:. man - 
agement, and credit for the item of fi.viM 
charges 011 tlie plant. In it.s last analysis 
labor Constitutes nearly the entire r-ipi'.ali- 
zation — for the men who design the craft 
and wlio direct the manageiuent, are bur 
high-grade skilled workmen. 

Toe great problem of to-day, in thiii 'jt- 
half, is how can this vast amount of energy 
so make itself felt as to secure a propi.r 
proportion of the reward for the expendi- 
ture of energy. It is seemin!-.-;y obvion;-; 
that proper, well-conceived oig;.i!;v.alioii 
must be regarded as the first slf-p ii-waids 
this end. Logically, organization should 
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be along certain well defined lines. ' First, 
the organization into particular guilds or 
crafts, and the organization into bodies 
which shall become more and more con- 
crete. Indications are not lacking that the 
■general tendency of organization, pure and 
simple, is on satisfactory' lines. I think 
recent utterances of men prominent in the 
work of organization warrants this assnnip- 
tion, yet I am strongly of the opinion that 
the real strength of organized labor is to 
be found in the local organization. Unless 
the foundation is w-ell and strongly laid, 
there can be little hope for the continu- 
ance of the structure. It is, then, to the 
constituent parts of a great organization 
that we must look for hope for the better- 
ment of conditions. Unless these constit- 
uent bodies are founded u.pon rigliteous 
principles, and. conducted for the greatest 
■welfare of the members, there can little 
good result from an aggregation of bodies, 
however pretentious it may become. 

Having tried to point out and emphasize 
the importance of labor in the affairs of the 
world, regarded only as capitalized energy, 
let us look into some other phases of the 
question. Years of obser\-ation have shov.'n 
me that there has been not only great ad- 
vancement of men in their respective 
crafts, but in a general way, not entirely 
connected with their dr.ily vocation, by 
reason of the educational and social influ- 
ences which are in.^eparable from a proper 
organization of craftsmen. In other words, 
by increasing theirskiU.by an interchange 
of ideas and broadening of thought, thej' 
have va.stly increased this capitalized en- 
ergy that we have been considering, and 
thus made themselves of far greater value 
to the world at large. While much of this 
result may be ascribed to natural and gen- 
eral progress, by far the greater advance- 
ment has, in my judgment, been owing to 
the advantageous features of organization. 

My first proposition is, therefore, that 
improvement in conditions begins in the 
local organization. Space will not admit 
of enlarging, at this point, but I want- to 
bring out a few ideas which are pressing on 
iny mind, having just now in view the elec- 
trical industry. I do not wish to be ini,<!- 
understood, — I am not making any invid- 
ious comparisons, when I say that the 
avoc£.Hon of the electrical workman offers 
escfTplicmal advantages for widening and 
bvo.adening the .scope of the intellect. The 
phenomena which enters so fully into your 
daily avocation, form.!? to a great extent an 
unexplored countr)-. The nature of your 
avocation is such that, whether you will or 
not, yon are con.stantly in a slate of inquiry. 

Now, to go back a bit. What can be 
done to conserve the interest of this enor- 
mous capital, represented by the energy or 
force of the skilled workman ? When all 
the cobweV.s with which the matter of or- 
ganized labor has been surrounded have 
been swept away, I fancy this is the real. 



tangible problem. Shall a skiiied work- 
man try to iv.ork out his own .salvation, by 
isolul.i.'ig himself and utiliziiig his '.energy 
without reference to hii fellov/.s? Shall 
be join others in a qurir.i oi L^.ini/aljoii and 
place his interests in the hunds of one man 
or set of n\ei;, who will villiize the energy 
as D:ay seem to him or tliem just ? or, 
shall he unite with his ft-Dov.-s in :i genuine 
cou'.binalion which is asi iudepeiideni unit, 
the leaders only possessiiig sue); power as 
may be delegated to iheui, and \i'bo>.e only 
funolion of oflice is to c;irry out the 
■viiJ of the majority, afler a well defined 
policy has been mapped out and adopted 
in constitutional form ? 

If I read the signs of the times cor- 
rectly, the tendency of to-day is to the 
Iv.o extremes indicated in t liesc three ques- 
tions ; Eitlii-r to woi k iridepc-ridenily with- 
out regaril to organization, or lu wurk un- 
der the most approved and most eliective 
methods of cum bins tion. The time when 
a large body of intelligent, skilled work- 
men, was sviliing to place its irtertsts and 
the interests of its individual members 
in the haiul.s of one man, to be used for 
good or for ill, as tue judgment of snch 
person or btxly of iiercons siiould ihctate, 
has passed. Tlie reasons for this need not 
be p'.-iuted ox;t ; they are obvious to any- 
one who is familiar with tl-.e history of 
guilds, crafts and unions. 

It would seem that the better thought of 
to-day inclines to an intelligent concrete 
organization in eacli ]>ailicul[ir industry in 
each city or town, as the .fomidalion of all 
organization of skilled iaboi . Tlie reasons 
for this would seem t^^ be readily apparent. 
Kach industry has interests which are pe- 
culiar to itself ; and, while such industry 
is one of manj- having some common in- 
terests, it is surrounded by conditions 
which are essentially its own. These in- 
terests must be conserved by each separate 
industrial organization, without referring 
to the special interests of oi ganizations of 
other industries. Once thi.=! is accom- 
plished the question of joining with other 
industries in still further organization is 
one which can only, under present senti- 
ment, be decided by the will of the mem- 
bers, to be determined by sv.ch vote as may 
be constitutionally provided. 

We are thus forced to the oonclusion 
that the only method by which an organ- 
ized body oi skilled workmen can be 
satisfactorily maiiilained in its concrete- 
ness, is to confine all delegated pow- 
ers to the will of the majori-Ly of the or- 
giiuizalion or of some other proportion, as 
ma)' have been deemed wiS'";. Thus : an 
ov<:r -zPalous representative oannot, if 
hedged about with proper conr^titutiona! 
limitations, so act as to contravene the 
wishes of the body wliich lie represents. 

This idea seems to me to be most excel- 
lently exaniplsd in your own e.xccutive 
hoarti. A local uiiioii. by lis maj'-irity vote. 



delegates certain powers to ils rf-preseilla- 
tivcs which it sends to the bi-enniai con- 
vcnt'on. While at that convention ihe 
delegates act for the local, in carrying- out 
the desires of the local as designated in 
the vote by which they were selected. 
Acting as sticli representatives, these di-le- 
gates — still under the majority rule — se- 
lect certain constitutional oflicers for the 
national body, who with others, constiuite 
an executive body. And it is the clear 
duty of such executive body to carry out 
the wishes of the entire organization, be- 
ing also governed by the inexorable rale 
of the majority. 

It will thus be seen that, theoretically 
at least, all power committed to the exec- 
utive body is delegated according to the 
constitution, and delegated only. This 
brings us back to the local body as the 
source of all power in organize-d bodies of 
skilled workmen. 

Now, from ibis standpoint, h.ow can an 
organization of the energy of skilled work- 
men be most eiRcieiu ? This is the real 
question, I take it, upon which you solicit 
my views. 

heaving aside, just for the moment, the 
question of cohering local bodies nilo na- 
tional organizations, and finaliy naLioiud 
organizations into concrete units, there are 
many advantages arising from association.. 
This is particitlarly true of the i)articular 
work in which you are engaged. Intelli- 
gent men improve their own acquirements 
by close and fraternal contact with other 
members of their particular craft. In fact, 
I know of no other industry of v.hich this 
a.Kiom is more true than of the electrical 
industry in its practical phases. Every- 
thing which adds to the intelligence of a 
body of men whose energy represents cap- 
ital in the world's work, adds just so nmch 
to the aggregate of that capital. Whether 
this advance be realized upon a1. once, in 
the form of remuneration or otherwise, 
does not change the fact ; the additional 
capital is there. And what is true of the 
electrical iiidustrj', is tnie, in its own way, 
of every other skilled craft, whatever its 
nature. Added skill in one's craft, then, 
is one of the legitimate ends of an organ- 
ization of skilled workmen. 

We have just had a pat illustration of 
another legitimate power which goes with 
proper and well-directed organization — 
still lor the present confining ourselves to 
the local union. Mr. Thomas H. Forbes, 
of Detroit, acting with a committee of his 
local, succeeded in bringing about a radical 
change in the conditions in the matter of 
overhead wiring of a municipal electric 
plant, which made for the better protec- 
tion of the lives of the workmen engaged 
ujx-n that plant. When oMr. I'ovbes and 
liis committee appeared before the com- 
mon council of Detroit, the fact wa:' rec- 
ognized that he was not only in the right, 
but that he was the constitmiona! r;:pr-.'- 
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setitative of a body of men who were de- 
termined to demaiid their rights, in a reg;- 
ular and proper niaiiner. You have but to 
lurn this incident in other lights to realize 
the power of organized energy — capital — 
to secure its legitimate recognition, in a 
legitimate way. 

t know of uo better illustration of coni- 
binalion of energy, under conditions an- 
alogous to those pertfiining to well-ordered 
organization of skillecl labor, than the mul- 
tiple working of a, number of generators 
with the output going to the bus bars. In 
this case absolute harmony is essential to 
good work ; if one of the machines lags 
greatly, it soon becomes a burden to the 
remainder ; and too much of this sort of 
burden breaks the combination and ren- 
ders it vah;el.ess. In its integrity the re- 
sult is everything that can be desired, and 
all work for a common end. But, when 
one of the machines is running as a motor, 
trouble begins. 

Unless there can be harmony of purpose 
ill a local, it does not require a prophet to 
see its finish. Vy'ithouL this same "harmony 
prevaik among tlie integral parts of a 
grand body, it will not hold together very 
long. Any combination of grand bodies, 
representing different industries, must be 
thoroughly endowed with the spirit of 
unit}' and g-iided by the golden rule of the 
majority, oi the bonds w-ill be but a rope 
of sand. In its last analysis then, the ele- 
ments of permanence are to be found in the 
integrity of the local, and in the restric- 
tion of delegated power to carrying out tlie 
will of the jnajority. If, at this point, it 
be urged that locals cannot agree with 
each other, then it can onlj' be said, in such 
case, that there can be no satisfactory as- 
sociation of locals. Jf it be still further 
urged that grand bodies representing dif- 
ferent industries cannot agree to the point 
of affiliation, then it is difficult to see how 
harmonious action can take place. Still 
again, if majority rule does not prevail in 
a local, its disintegration is but a matter of 
a short time. I think, however, it will 
be found that harmonious action along cer- 
tain well defined and conservative lines is 
not difficult, when counsel is taken of ma- 
jority rule. Men may differ, and properly 
so, on non-essentials, and still stand closely 
together for the great essential principles 
of their craft. 

One of the strongest bonds of brother- 
hood is to be found in a conservative, 
well-edited, advanced trade journal, de- 
voted to the industry v/hich it represents. 
It is to the trade journal that people out- 
side of any given organization look to form 
opinions regarding thai, particular orgaiii- 
/.ation. If the public finds matters of in- 
terest to the' organization intelligently 
treated ; not only by the editor, bnt in 
communications and articles by the mem- 
ber.';, there car. be no question regardi\ig 
t1;c good inipressiou tliey receive. A trade 



newspaper or magazine will not be greatly 
in advance of the order it represents ;' and 
it can cafsiy be made to aid greatly in ad- 
vancing the interests of any given organi- 
za'ion. In this connection, j'ou will, I 
trust, pardon me, if I digress for a uio- 
ment to compliment the Brotherhood on the 
clean journalistic methods of the Worker. 
It is an ideal trade paper and its useful- 
ness is not entirely confined to the industry 
it represents. 

Novv, to sum up this matter ; I have 
said that I think tlie source of posver of 
organization is in the local body primarily, 
and that it is the local body principally 
upon which the proper utilization of the 
capital-energy must depend for conserva- 
tion. The general body or bodies will riot 
be more than abreast with the units of 
which they are made up. Now, what can 
be done in a practical way for the advance- 
ment of skilled craftsmen, through the 
medium of the local organizations, for 
convenience still confining ourselves to the 
indi^stry with which we have identified 
ourselves ? 

In the first place, I fancy, the mo.st im- 
pbrlaut function of an organization is to 
enable its members to compare views, 
reach a decision upon matters pertaining to 
the trade, and act in unison, whatever the 
situation, when once a course has been de- 
termined upon. Whether it be a question 
of hours or wages, or provision ■ for the 
safety of workmen in a hazardous voca- 
tion, the systematic aid of disabled mem- 
bers, or any other proper subject, there 
should be full and free discussion. What- 
ever of differences ui^y exist, they should 
be fought out behind the closed doors of 
the assembly room, to the end that a 
united front should be presented when the 
time for action arrives. Here we have, in 
a nutshell, the true principle of unionism. 
The motuent that a local or any other pri- 
mary organization divirles on a question, 
there ceases to be the union in which 
all agree is strength. The assembly room 
is the place for the settlement of all difler- 
■ ences ; and all differences in the grand 
body, which are not susceptible of arrange- 
ment and settlement, through delegated 
powers must, _ in a well-ordered organiza- 
tion, be relegated to local bodies for ma- 
jority adjudication. 

Many questions of interest in the matter 
of benefits by way of insurance, and also 
questior.s of co-operation obtrude them- 
selves in this connection, but I have al- 
ready trespassed too nmch on your space. 

Advocates Bdacatioti. 

Baltimore, Mri.' Jan. lo, iSgt). 

Editor Electrical Worker : 

Local Union No. 27 has completed a 
very successful epoch in its history, and it 
is the earnest desire of every union man in 
this city that our efforts to make the lot of 
the ;vorkers easiei and to establish con- 



fidence in our organization, universal, will 
be crowned with success in the near future. 
Ignorance, that bitter enemy of progress 
and advancement, must be educated up to 
the standard of e\ ery conscientious union 
man, " The greatest good to the greatest 
number." Activity in the betterment of 
the condition of one's fellow man often 
tasks and sometimes injuries a man, per- 
sonally, with that class which education is 
happily and speedily placing in the hope- 
less minority — the unthinking, selfish, 
grasping individual, ambition, which de- 
stroys all that is true and fair and square 
in a personality that could be used for 
better things. 

Inasmuch as the new press secretary of 
this local will represent IJaitimore in this 
edition, and as we are well aware that 
"there are others," we will pull tlie switch 
and put in heavier fuse on our secondaries 
for future use. 

PARKE L. 

IvAND VALUJeS. 

Kow Tliey Affect the Producer and tlie 
Remedy. 

St. l.ouis, Mo., Dec. 25, i8gS. 
Charles H. Thuner and Broadway Mer- 
chants Ass'n : 

Dear .Sir and Gentlemen — After listening 
to your earnest delegation at Local No. 3, 
Electrical Workers, I have felt like ex- 
pressing mvself as to the conditions you 
are trying to /elieve. We wish to arrive at 
the same place, but !. have to differ with 
your association as to tlie way to gel there. 

1 think where we differ is in our under- 
standing as to what is property. With me 
a-nioral wrong can never become a legal 
right and I can not indorse what will not 
bear the moral test of logic. Is the depart- 
ment store a benefit to the community or 
is it a monopoly ? I think the public the 
best judge and they have a right to sell in 
the dearest and buy in the cheapest market, 
and the fact that your body had organized 
to relieve their competition is evidence 
they are underselling you. We are all free 
traders in every day life, and your line of 
fight will be a losing one if for no other 
reason. They are not monopolies as they 
have no special legislative privilege con- 
ferred on them, and there is nothing to pre- 
vent idle capital embarking in the same 
business. To confound them as such is to 
hide the real muuopolies. 

You appeal to the labor unions because 
of the bond of sympathy, as the saine cause 
that is reducing your profits (wages) and 
forcing you out of business is lowering our 
wages. But what makes this cut-throat 
competition between storekeeper anil 
storekeeper and labor and iah-or, nnd 
makes getting a living so hard when wealih 
of all kinds is so abundant is something of 
a more far-reaching effect than the de- 
partment store. There is a common cause 
for this condition in all countries and all 
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places and that fundamental cause is land 
monopoly. 

As countries become populated, land 
values rise, and as this is seen a great part 
of the land (farm, coal, oil and city Itrts) 
are held for speculation out of use, thereby 
adding to the speculator a profit without 
his adding any wealth to the world, but on 
the contrary standing between the pro- 
ducer and his natural element, holding idle 
what must be used to produce human 
wants, thereby making land artificially 
scarce so the wealth producer has less of 
liis own products, as all producers con- 
tribute directly and indirectly to the eh-' 
hancing land value that is made by hold- 
ijig some idle. 

It seems to me in examining this question 
we cannot evade the economic truth that 
all wealth produced is divided in three 
shares ; labors' share is termed wafres, 
capitals' share is termed interest, the third 
share to-day goes to the landlord as rent. 
Now what share is it that has always in- 
creased ? Is it not the landlord's ? Have 
not land values as a whole incPL-ased and 
have not wages and interest correspond- 
ingly decreased ? Your profits are your 
wages as the price of a farmer's products 
are his wages, and, as land has been mon- 
opolized and its value increased, your pro- 
fits have decreased. I do m.t see bow we 
can corue to any other C(5r,clusion than as 
n non-productive business such as land 
owning becomes more profitable the pro- 
ductive business becomes unprofitable 
such as farming, keeping store or working 
for wages, lor the former must draw from 
the latter, as it produces nothing. 

If we would be first we should ask for 
only what is ours by natural right. When 
we get that we will have all we produce 
and any thing more is asking for some- 
thing some one else has produced. How 
it is we are not getting what our labor pro- 
duces is, collectively, as a community, we 
make the value to land and allow the land- 
lord to take it — as a community we make 
this value and it "oelongs to the community 
— as justly as an individual product be- 
longs to the individual who made it. 

Our interests are identical. If the city, 
state arid nation collects what is rightly a 
public fund there will be no valuable va- 
cant lots in our cities, as there would be no 
profit -in them except for use according to 
their value ; that certainly would open op- 
portunities to idle capital and labor, as 
their earnings would be their entire pro- 
puct, that is they would not pay tribute to 
land monopoly, as their purchasing power 
woiild be according to their ability and not 
according to their opportunities as now. 
When all have profitable cm.ployment they' 
will exchange their different products and 
the merchant would facilitate the exchange' 
by keeping in stock what is v, anted, there- 
by saving the time and expense to pro- 
tlucers, and the question whether you 



would participate in the in' ioased ivjsiness 
IS whether you could serve th'^ j-ybiic more 
economically than otliers having the same 
go<,ds. 

With irce opportunities mfV: would ap- 
ply their lab'(r to suppiy thfir v.ants in 
thtir owft n'al-ira! u-ay hrtter t'nui some 
could adv'se "hem. 0'.:r aim iii gi' ing ex- 
,jrf:;jinn rr. our lugisi.iti -c V. :-:l:ould be 
thai they a.-e not a Ijodv to ii-j^islate from 
S!>nifi fnr oti:ers but they are to Sfxure to 
t.ie i-idivid'iiii ills crhe-- nat.iral rii;hi. The 
. notion that legislation is necessary for the 
vv'caker cues, though they prouucu all the 
wealth,' is not co!i.5istent. . If there were no 
en<ictraent.s iv favor of the nou-producer 
tl.i: ■ wc>uld not ha ve the power to take 
'.■. hat they di.-i not produce, znO. ihc great 
dirlere-ncc Detwccii tlie ric'i'. and tl-.i; poor 
would soon disappear with tba,t legalized 
power gone. 

If we are wi.alth producers (ali are that 
add- to the welfare of so'.itty) le: us be 
dune aslcin.:j; 'or iesjisiatiou tiia;. u ill gi\"e 
us an ad vantage, but der.iand that .ill shall 
have an eq.ial opportuniiy to use the earth 
by taking the value that is made by all for 
all. 

E...H. BOKCK. 

y)jO Kennerly Ave. 

Conservatism did jno 'e at owy late con- 
vention. Thty adoj)lcd a resohi'iion favor- 
ing direct iejjislalion, (the i:iiuialive and 
referendum) bul -why was it t::ere were no 
delegates sent to the convention of all 
organizations (called for the purpose of 
getting together on some one reform 
measure,* that met in hx. Louis a year ago ? 

At that meeting if»ey adopted tte same 
resolution that our convenlio;i has, and 
now if v,e really desire what we declare we 
do, we Trill accept all kinds of company 
that has the same purpose in view we have, 
and if we fail, io make the best of onr op- 
portunities v.-a will not deserve to have the 
power of making our own enactments. 

The funddiueulHl object of ciur or.yaniza- 
tion is to belter the conditio!! of tjie peo- 
ple, as it would be impossible to lUHterially . 
lilt ourselves above the geueril condition. 
There are no prescribed, rules to do this. 
Of course, there has be.en p. method fol- 
lowed, but there is no constitution for that 
or any other method of beitf-ring condi- 
tions, 'i'lie forward itL-p niiicr be taken 
with others; !50 individual or7Jiui7'".tion is 
.strong enough alone, even if all acted as a 
unit. 

Direct legislatioA is the out inea.sure all 
can v.-ork for, though wc may difVer v.'idely 
as to what is needed afti-r -we .«et it. Hav- 
ing it, there is no means of oui rtpresen- 
talivcr. thv-r.ii ji-.g the will of tl>o in ijority, 
and c can on! ,- biiiijiC ourselves :'or the 
conc!it;c;!s we wonl-'l m.t'-.e. l*s greatest 
advantage -vill be 'bat v.-ilh ever so small 
a number Uiiukiug a cerlaiii measure 
neces.?ary to better conditions, lb;y have 



a simple and direct '^netliod of expressing 
tliemselves by petitioning the legislature ; 
then that body must act upon it. If they 
fail to pass the measure it is refei red to a 
direct vote of the people. A petition to 
repeal a law or contemplated act of the 
legislators that is petitioned agaiiLst, v.nless 
favorably acted upon, must he left to the 
popular vote. 

The demagogue politician will not find 
so easy getting into office on a platform 
that is so much a. glittering generality- 
that it means nothing, as the voter will 
feel that his ballot will accomplish more 
than to put some one in office, thereby 
giving them a job. 

Whether we are single taxcrs or social- 
ists (as all reformers arc either a part of 
one or the other, if they hiive not fully ac- 
cepted either) let us work for direct legis- 
lation. What we waul can much easier be 
had, and either is preferable to the present 
order, where those that produce ii.ius'i be 
obliged to get the opportiaiity and let the 
idler have the abuiidaiicj his indu.Mr)^ 
makes. 

K. II. ROECK, 
FR3J]eD0M OF SPEECH. 
Oar Wasted Opportunities— Advocates More 

Ethtor Electrical Worker : 

De.ar Sir ;— In reading the last mcmth's 
Worker the thought comes tome how little 
we appVeciate of this world's goods. Here 
we are in a free country (comparatively) ; 
free speech and writing and a publication 
of thoughts which will broaden and culti- 
vate our minds and still we do not grasp 
the chance, but keep to the isolated phrase 
1 don't know what to write about. This 
common expression is heard e\ery day. 
Instead of letting one another know our 
thoughts for the betterment of our condi- 
tion, (we have one of the best opportuni- 
ties), viz : we have no censor, or no one to 
censure, us for mistakes, but we may have 
critics. However, criticism is only educa- 
tion and education is what we want, and 
plenty of it, for we never can get to know 
it all. There is always something new to 
learn, so, for that reason, the brother who 
has been elected P. S. has been honored 
by his organization, I call it an honor and 
it is one, and one with respcnsihilitits 
which are not considered nor studied deep 
enough. Of one idea, I will tiy to illus- 
trate the drift in genei'al of the scribe, vij;.: 

Local Xo. . Well, brothers, I missed 

my letter last month, but i will try to make 
up for it; well, brother SO and so has joined 
us again, and so we had a few short circuits 
and a fuze is gone out, and, well I guess 
I'll have to pull tiie switch until next 
month. So long. 

Well, ain't that nice? . We really got a 

letter from Local No. ? What did we 

learn? What was the lesson ? W'hat was 
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accompirshed? (Ans.) Nothing. Well, I 
said notliing ; may be I was mistaken ; 1 
should have said, yes we have learned 
something, we have learned that there was 
a Press Secretary in that section of the 
country, but in giving any information that 
would convey any knowledge or any con- 
ception of learning he has failed. He 
stopped his writing just where he had be- 
gun on nothing, and ended on the same. 
.Thanks to some of the Brothers,. it is a 
great pleasure to read some of their writ- 
ings. But they are no better than the 
Brothers who failed. This is the point — 
they take an interest in their work and 
strive to inake it interesting. Their educa- 
tion ain't any better than yours, but they 
try to cultivate a talent. We can all train 
our thought the same way if we would only 
try, and success would follow. I am not 
trying to discourage anyone, but trying to 
make them reali.'.e their own position. A 
good many will say there is a chronic 
kicker. Where did he spring from? Ex- 
cuse me ; I have never been quoted as that 
yet ; but for explanation, here's my idea. 
See if I ain't right. The eyes of the world 
are watching what we are doing and how 
we are governing ourselves, and how we 
are striving to unite our efforts in making 
progress, for it seems that the one idea of 
all Monopolistic corporations to further 
their ends, is one" for discussion in the ranks 
of any Order. But they are surprised at 
the present at not being able to find any 
fault in that line with this organization, 
therefore we deserve respect, and it is not 
only wages and hours that we want, but 
that accorded to all who deserve it — re- 
spect. It has a whole lot of meaning to it 
and does more to build up an Order, than ■ 
all t'ne organizers put together ; in fact, it 
is the organizer for all institutions. We 
are trying to gather together the men in 
our craft, not for the sole purpose of getting 
their sixty cents a month, but to elevate 
their ideas and make them a potent factor 
among men. 

Who should feel prouder than this or- 
ganization as a whole at the success ac- 
chieved; or who deserve better merit than 
Bro. Forbes and the rest of the brothers of 
r/? They .H.ipied for the betterment of 
their condition; defeat stared them in the 
face; in their own ranks were some doubt.-' 
ing ones, \vhose very words 1 will quote: 
" You are going up against a strong game." 
True it was; but discouraged, but not dis- 
mayed. Obstacles lay in their road; they 
put their shoulders to the wheel and with 
combined efforts started a wheel that was 
supposed to be immovable; and may God 
give them strength and courage to keep it 
iTiOving until they have reached that goal, 
unbounded success. All praise to them, 
they deserve it. We in this' city have that 
same aim and our patli is not strewn with 
rosea, but nc:vertheli:ss we will continue 
until we can write that word success. 



Therefore, brothers, that should be the aim 
of everv one striving to accomplish some- 
thing that v,'ill be a betterment of your con- 
dition or mine, also the organization. It 
will be well -.vorth the trying, fw my motto 
to you all would be, "Don't fail to have a 
letter for the Worker; don't fail to try and 
make it interesting." But bear in mind to 
try to have something that is educational; 
you will receive your reward many fold. 
Don't sit down and start a letter with: 
There was nothing happened our way out 
of the ordinary; that is a poor exxuse; if 
you don't know of anything to write, in- 
quire of the brpthers; they can start you 
going and you will be surprised at the suc- 
cess you are having, besides the benefit 
other brothei's will get in reading your let- 
ter. But also, Bro. Sherman will not be 
putting in any excuse that he had to leave 
the Directory out because of want of room 
in that number of pages. I have a good 
suggestion to make. I notice we have a 
solicitor to gather advertisements for our 
journal (?) But where are the advertise- 
ments? We have none, — and whose fault 
is it? You can answer. But here is my 
idea: Each local in its respective city 
should have a solicitor who could he paid 
a premium for getting ads for this jour- 
nal, the price to be adjusted by the E. B. 
or Referendum; and, now this is the first 
of the year, this is the time to start to work ; 
and if we di), there is no reason why 
enough advertisements could not be got to 
make the paper more than pay for itself 
and put money in the treasury. Besides, 
it would add a Directory to our journal 
where we could discern all Arms favoring 
union labor. There is no reason why it 
should not be a success. I hope all the 
brothers will answer nie on this subject; 
for example, if each local get but one ad. 
figure up what that would amount to and 
vou v.'ili find a balance to the good for the 
Grand Treasurer and a paper with some 
information. Now, the funanmental prin- 
cijile of Brotherhood is co-operation, and 
without that you always find success mis- 
sing; and I know all brothers will concur 
in what I say; and may the Worker pro- 
gress and be a journal sought. Give me 
your verdict next month. 

PITTSBURG. 



IN CAI,M CONTBNT. 



A little smoke lazed slowly up from off my 

big cigar, , 
The c.lnb chair was both soft and warm, as 

club chairs sometimes are. 
The brittle hobnobbed with the glass just 

where niy arm was bent., 
And there was naught for nie to want — 

unless it were content. 
For longingly I gazed away, all through a 

golden haze. 
Back to the time that comes but once — 

back to my boyhood days; 
I closed niy ej-es to better see that happy 

land of charm. 
The long-lost days when free from care, I 

lived back on the farm. 
«• - * * « ■> * 

I slowly stretched iny weary frame — who 

knocked upon the door? 
"Get up! Get up! you lazybones, it's 

nearly half-paist four !" 



The night before I'd sparking been. and 

reached home rather late — 
To-day Td plow the old stump lot through 

the hours more than eight. 
The days -went by and took their time, 

those "days of golden charm," 
And Satan found no mischief for me down 

there on the farm; 
And some days it was piping hot and some 

days it would rain. 
But always was there work to do — of jobs 

an endless chain. 
I picked potatoes without stint — the sun 

bored through my back; 
I swung the knife auiidst the corn until 

my arms did rack; 
I sweated at the old grindstone, I cleaned 

the stable floors. 
And did some eight and forty things that 

lightly are called "chores." 
One blessed night, 'most tired to death, I 

tumbled into bed — 
«««««'« 

And woke to see an angel's face on Sam- 
bo's sable head; 

He brought another bottle iti, relit my big 
cigar, 

And back I leaned in calm content that 
things are as thej' are. 

— Philadelphia Press. 

Almost Defied it. 
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Knew He was Dying, But Talked to His 
Compaaioiis, I/eft Mcsfuige.s and Gave 
directions for His Ftinesal. 

Dallas, Te.s'as, Jan. 3, -One of the most 
singular deaths frorn o;leciric,i;,y ove;' re- 
ported occurred herf; to-day. August 
Rosenfield, after having 2200 volts shot 
through him from a live wire, lived twenty 
minutes, entirely conscious, talked ration- 
ally and freely and expired before medical 
aid could reach him. Rosenfield was em- 
ployed as a lineman by the Standard 
LigV.t .■?nd Power Company of Dallas. He 
and other linemen were stretching a wire 
near the Episcopal College in the eastern 
suburb of the city, Rosenfield by accident 
caught hold of one of two live electric light 
wires strung on the poles he was working 
on. He uttered a cry of pain, fell into the 
net work of miscellaneous wires and was 
frightfully burned, particularly in the 
palms of the hands, before he was removed 
to the ground. The forehead, the neck 
and the left side of the face were badly 
discolored. As soon as he was stretched 
out upon the ground the unlucky lineman 
began to talk with his comrades. He snid 
that he realized that he was dying, that 
he felt kindly toward all of them and 
said goodbye to each. Tears rolled dow-n 
the cheeks of the roughly dad working- 
men as they gazed upon' their comrade 
and hoped in response to their telephone 
call that medical aid would arrive from 
the city in time to s.nve him. It was 
more than two miles to the nearest doc- 
tor's office, however, and Rosenfield 
expired shortly before physicians reached 
him and twenty minutes from the time he 
grasped the fatal wire. 

Just before he died Rosenfield stated 
that he had relatives living in San Antonio 
and a brother in D.illas and gave riiessagcs 
to be dtMivered to th^m. He also dictated 
instructions as to what he desired in the- 
way of funeral ceremonies. He was 30 
years old and unman ied. 
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When brothers fail to receive their 
papers, kindly send nairie and address to 
the general office. It is our desire that 
each member in good standing receive the 
paper. It is a hard matter to convince 
some brothers that the United States mails 
are ever at fault, but, nevertheless, a great 
many failures can be laid to them. 



It is the editor's desire to have the 
Directory as complete as possible. To 
that end in sending in names of officers 
elected be sure to state the address of 
each. Also state whether time and place 
of meeting is correct. 



Anv of the brothers knowing the where- 
abouts of Patrick Mitchell will confer a 1 
favor by senditig his address to J. T. / 
O'Brien, luii Le/Tingwell Ave., St. Louis, 
Mo. 

Tom Rises to Explain. 

Editor Electrical Worker : 

In niy letter in tlie December number I 
made a slight mi.stpl-.K in referring Carne- 
gie to the Bible, i referred him to the 



26th Chaprtr of Luke. I should have said 
the liith Chapter. I Eaitd& the iuistake on 
pL'.rp.-3se, ji-st to see Tvhat would happen. 
If I had refci-red hin to the f6th Chapter 
all the boys would iiav.-. turned to the i6th 
ChHBtar, re.4d that and nothii;g more. By 
referring to the 26th Chapter they would 
see at or.ce that a nnsitake had been made, 
and begin to htiiit for soniething that 
v,'Ould fit in, aud by so doing would per- 
haps take in a number of chapters, which 
would do them no harm and may be some 
good. See? Great scheme, that. 

YOURE U>:CI,E TOM. 



I OUR LOCALa I 

♦>:> ^♦❖❖❖•K-X**!* •X'<"> 'X-X-X-X^X-X* 
I/Ocal Union No. :t. 

St. Loui.-i, Mo., J.'in. i, 1898. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

As u e wish to see No. i again in print,. I 
will let you know the few interesting events 
tliat happened. We mis-sed last issue on 
account or our Press- Secretary being on 
the ball committee. We had as rine a ball 
as was ever given by a labor organization. 
Tiie hall was; beautifully decorated with 
evergreens and th-e old banner was framed 
in e\ ergreens and miniatu,-s lamps. We 
had a large cr-jwd and everybody enjoyed 
themselves. Lights out at 5. A. .M. 

This has been a very good winter so fa'r 
for inside wirenien, but ihe present cold 
weather has frozen up a iiw b.rge jobs, 
and all the boys are not v. ork:ng steadily. 

We held election of officers, and we did 
have a hot time in the old town that night. 
The following officers were L-lectecl : 

President-'C. W. Campbell. 

Vice-President— G. D. Buck. 

Financial Secretary—" Old Reliable," P. 
C.Fish. 

Recording Svcretary— Paul Ettir.ger. 
Treasurer — J. ' T. PCelly, ."The Only 
Kelly." 

Inspectors— P. Coughlin, C. H. Reahr. 
Foreman^]. Huff. 

Trustees— H. Ellison, Wm. Hildebrandt, 
L. O. Annent. 

Press Secretary — Wm. R. Lewis. 

Wc arc glad to hear of our Detroit breth- 
ren's victory, and i;ongratiilHte them. We 
hope that the Vy'orker v/iU have more of 
the same kind to chronicle. 

The National liuiiding 'I rades' C(juncil 
held a convention at Kansas City, Dr;ceni- 
bcr 10, iSgS, and tuok into their Council 
the Chicago building Trades' Crxincil, 
with whom the " Mec'Taaics '.' are affiliated, 
and arc trying hard to enroll New York 
also. The Rrotherliood of Electric Work- 
er-- is affiliat-'.i with the saiiie jj. T. C's 
in nearly every city e.^cept Chicago and 
New York;^ We wSi that the K. B. T. C. 
has done the Brorherhood a great iiijustice 
in taking in Chicap-.o C.nuncil, as the Elec- 
trical Workers ( Mfjcli<.-\ics) in Chicago are 



not National Brotherhood men. Immediate 
steps should be taken to overcome the 
evil that now confronts the N. B. E. W. in 
all parts of the United States. We would 
be glad to see other Locals take up the 
fight (for fight it will be) to protect the 
Brotherhood. 

Fraternally yours, 

' OHM. SIFTER, 

I^ocal Union No. 5. 

Pittsburg, Pa., Jan. 8, iSgc;. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

As Press Secretary for the Smoky City, 
will say that by some mistake, I believe, we 

have more grips than we need for, although 
we use only one, the other uses us and of 
course we just have to submit and take our 
little bottle of pills and sweat it out, as oui- 
voltage runs rather low with this ailment, 
and that miserable chill, 1 can feel him still 
(in fancy), slips up and down our vertebras 
even to the chattering of the ivories, saitH 
the scribe. 

Well, work is rather slow, in and around 
the town, so I would advise any of our 
traveling brothers that o\.<r town is not a 
very seasonable place for work just at this 
time, although we look for a better opening 
in the spring. We still continue to gather 
new timber, which is always gratifying to 
us all, i. e., the ones who have the iinerest 
of the union at heart. You may think such 
talk strange, but I am only speaking for 
the good, solid timber which, when placed, 
remains so, and, of course, in remaining 
where placed, performs its own particular 
office. It don't make much difference if it's 
only a little chip or wedge so it's in place 
and in use. ' Tis better to be than not, and 
still better wear out than rot. Our meet- 
ings are becoming a little more interesting. 
We have partiaMy started what was for a 
■while the laughing stock of the organiz-a- 
tion, viz : Practical electrical discussions. 
It seems as if some had a case of big head 
for small subjects, or the case of know it 
all but didn't want to tell, while others 
were timid and afraid tospe.-'k. The Bible 
says "open thy mouth and it shall be 
filled," a truth literally true in a secular 
sense as well as a religious one. Open up 
and ask questions ; we are not such w-ise 
acres that we are too old to learn any more. 
Mr. Editor, I think if the educational fea- 
ture of our organization is- worked up to 
what it should be it is one of the grandest 
schemes for individual benefit that could 
be devised. It is not in a sense a primary 
department for babes to work on pap, hut 
it is a sort of post-graduate course, as I see 
the po5;il)ii;i:ies. SoiiiC of uiir brothers 
voliinl:,:er!rd to take charge of the 
black board c.-ceicises for the ne.\t evening 
and we all e.xpect to be benefited by their 
efforts. By the appended clipplifig j'ou 
will see we are not asleep, but are on the 
same line as Detroit. Althoiigh we have 
not accomplished oiir tndc, v.'e hope i.o :n. 
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the near future ; because we mean business 
and believe this the only possible solution 
of the standing menace to which the pub- 
lic has been subjected by inferior (cheap 
John electricians). 

At a meeting held at our rooms, Mr. 
Morris VV. Mead, Superintendent of the 
Bureau of Electricity of the City of Pitts- 
burg, gave a very interesting talk and gave 
us to understand they would support us, 
and in return he expected ours, and this 
we intend shall be carried out to the full 
intent ; because our interest must be 
mutual from the standpoint of public 
safety, and because it is justice to all con- 
cerncd-:-the. owner, tlic wiring contractor, 
the wireman, the inspector. We hail the 
day when we shall have an examination for 
electricians, to put up our little examin- 
ation fee and,, if successful, receive our cer- 
tificate to practice our chosen vocation, 
and also in addition lo the certificate, each 
successful one should wear a badge of 
some sort in connection with the examin- 
alipn, proving the wearer to be a licensed 
electrician of the City o£ Pittsburg. We 
think that this is in line with our policy of 
expansion for Greater Pittsburg, and we 
want to help the advancement of our city, 
of which we can justly be proud, all we 
can. If all do their duty we will be able 
to realize the full fruition of our efforts to 
accomplish by proper legislative enact- 
ment the licensing of all electricians in our 
vicinity, and that the fire of progress may 
spread to many towns and accomplish 
niiich good, is the ardent desire and wish 
of us all. 

Note. — Through the columns of our 
paper .1 wish to correct Bro. Robert G. 

Wright. Local No. 5 sent six dollars, of 
which SS-oo was from our treasury and 
.$1.00 an individual donation from Bro. 
William A. Evans, but Local No. 41 of 
Buffalo received the credit. It seems very 
strange that such a mistake should occur, 
but around the Holiday seasoii some peo- 
ple lose their heads for a temporary spell 
and this is likely how the mistake hap- 
pened, along with the Oh be Joyful. Its 
because of the sniallness of the amount we 
want credit for it, that's why we holler ; so 
cough up Bro. Wright and make your spiel 
and correction, because we want credit 
for value received, be gosh, see ? 

.J. H. .STOUFFER, 
' Press Secretary. 

WANT STATE LICENSES. 

A bill will be presented to the state leg- 
islature when it meets on January 3, iSqq, 
providing for the licensing of electrical 

workers by the state, in a manner similar 
to that pursued in licensing plimibers. The 
bi!l has been prepared and it will be in- 
troduced through the efforts of Local 
Union No. 5, National Brotherhood of 
Electrical Workers of America, located in 
Pittsburg. 

Tilt; matter has been under discussion 



among the members of the Pittsburg local 
for some time, and they have also asked 
the views of electrical workers in other 
parts of the state in regard to the matter. 
A member of the org;ini?.a:ion in speaking 
of the matter to a "Leader" man this morn- 
ing said that so far every man who had 
been spoken to in regard to it, favored the 
passage of such a bill. " So much defec- 
tive wiring is done," he said, "that fires of- 
ten result. The two last fires in Pittsburg, 
in the Jackson building and also in Gus- 
ky's store, were charged to defective wir- 
ing. Now, if the wiring is to blame, it is 
because the electrician who does the work 
does not understand his business. It would 
not make any difference whether the wires 
were insulated or not, if they were put up 
right, they would never cause a fire. There 
are a large number of men who pose as 
electricians who never had more than three 
or four months' experience before going 
on as journeymen. These men wire a 
building carelessly, and after their own 
ideas, instead of following the rules pro- 
vided for safe and practical wiring, and 
when a fire results, the electricity is to 
blame. I believe that every electrician 
should be licensed, and that no man who 
is not able to pass a satisfactory examina- 
tion should be allowed to' work on any 
building. The plumbers are compelled to 
undergo the examination before they can 
work at their trade, on accourit of the dan- 
ger to health from defective work, and why 
shouldn't the state put some safeguards 
around the lives of the people, which are 
endangered by defective electric wiring." 

A meeting of Local.Union No. 5 will be 
held this evening, at which the matter will 
be discussed. The scale committee is also 
expected to report this evening, and it is 
expected that they-will also be able loslate 
that every electrical firm in the city has 
agreed to pay the scale. Heretofore elec- 
tricians have been receiving from §1.75 per 
day up to S3.50 and S4. The scale fixed by 
the union is S2.50 per day, and as far as 
known there are no objections raised to 
this scale by the employers. 



Local Union No. 7. 

Springfield, Mass., Jan. 10, iSog. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

Having the honorof being elected to that 
much envied office of Press Secretary, I 
will endeavor to have No. 7 represented 
in this month's Worker. Some seek for 
honors, where others have honors thrust 
upon them, which liolds good in this case, 
and 1 think Bro. Max was one of the hard- 
est pushers in thrusting this honor on your 
humble servarit. We have had our nom- 
inations and election of officers, and it 
passed off quickly and quietly ; we' nomin- 
ated every man in sight, and if any mem- 
ber was not nominated it was simply due 
to the fact that he was not present, and it 
is an actual fact that some of our members 



once in a while miss a meeting, but I am 
getting off my subject. I will try and give 
you' a list of our elected officers. We 
elected almost the entire old board of 
officers. Our tall brother, George T. Mc- 
Gilvray, will still be addressed as Presi- 
dent, while Bro. Tom Maloney will take 
Bro. Gus McConley's place in the Vice- 
President's chair, and Bro. Lynch will, as 
heretofore, take the minutes (and hours) of 
the meetings ; Bro. Mat Farrell will, as 
usual, take in the long green and hand 
some over to our tried and true Treasurer, 
T. H. Bowen. Frank Cignolice, our vet- 
eran Inspector,.will see that all the boys 
have the pass word and grip (not grippe). 
Bro. Byron will see that none but worthy 
brothers enter at the door. Bro. A. Hang- 
ton will act as trustee, and Bros. Farrell, 
Bowen, Maloney arid Dresser will repre- 
sent us at the Central Labor Union. No. 
7 is rather quiet at present, no new mem- 
bers coming in and most of the boys out 
of town, and work rather quiet, but all the 
boys are working. 

Bro. Joe Stanford is on the sick list, but 
we all hope to see Joe on deck again soon. 
Bro. Turney is still confined to his bed, 
not having regained the use of his limbs 
since his unfortunate accident last May. 

As this is my first letter to the Worker I 
will not take up too much of your valuable 
paper. In closing I would say that 1 am. 
heartily in favor of a question box, and 
think a column of your paper should be 
reserved, under proper heading, for ques- 
tions and answers. ' . 
Respectfully. 

"THE JUDGE," 
P-ress Secretary. 

Local "Union No. 8. 

Toledo, Ohio, Jan. 4, 1899. , 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Our most important topic to write about 
thi.s month is the success, and notoriety of 
our dance. Appended ' find newspaper 
clipping which describes our decorations, 
etc., to the queen's taste. 

Work in Toledo is fair for this time of 
year. The Gen. Elect. Co. has the con- 
tract for the Ford Glass Works. 

Hoping all the boys had a Merry Christ- 
mas and a Happy New Year, I will draw 
io u close. 

Yours fraternally, 

J. J. DUCK, 

P. S. 



Memorial hail probably never presented 
so brilliant a scene as was witnessed on 
the occasion of the first annual ball of 
Local Union No. 8, National Brotherhood 
of Electrical Workers. The management 
of the ball spent much time and money on 
the decorative features, and the effect was 
all that could have been desired. The 
ground work for the electrical display con- 
sisted of a mass of bunting and national 
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colors, all arranged with a view to the 
most artistic effects. Over the large plat- 
form, arranged in a setting of red, white 
and blue, the letters formed by small elec- 
tric lamps, was the word " welcome " while 
at the opposite end of the room, arranged 
in similar manner, appeared in bold relief 
the words, " National Brotherhood of Elec- 
trical Workers." At the right of the room 
and just above the gallery was a large 
American flag composed entirely of led, 
white and blue electric lamps, while on 
the opposite side of the room was an im- 
mense anchor constructed entirely of the 
red lamps. E.xtending from the apex of 
the roof to the top of the gallery posts was 
a perfect labyrinth of red, white and blue 
rope work, from which were suspended 
fully 200 wreaths, composed of national 
colors, each wreath having an incandes- 
cent electric lamp as its distinguishing 
feature. In addition to the hundreds of in- 
candescent lamps, there were seven arc 
lights. AH told, about 1500 incandescent 
electric lights were used in the illumina- 
tion of the hall. An additional illuminat- 
ing feature consisted of four calcium liglits. 
At intervals during the grand march and 
cake walk, which took place later in the 
evening, the electric lights were turned off 
and the vari-colored calcium lights thrown 
on the merry-makers who thronged the 
dancing floor. Such an electrical display 
was never before made in Toledo. It re- 
flected much credit on the enterprise and 
skill of the young men who had charge of 
the affair. This was the first experiment 
of the kind in Toledo, but its success 
means that similar displays of even a 
more elaborate nature will be undertaken 
in the future. 

' The grand inarch, which took place 
about nine o'clock in the evening, was a 
most beautiful spectacle. Nearly 500 
couple participated. The march was led 
by Mr. W. J. Gilsdorf and Miss Martha 
Oberly, assisted by Mr. and Mrs. E. W. 
Schausten. 

Another feature of the ball was the cake 
walk, which took place about 1 1 :30 o'clock. 
The participants were Master Ted and 
Miss Fisher, brother and sister, both of 
whom reside iii Toledo; Mr. Eddie Ban- 
ton and Miss LaRose and Mr. John New- 
man and Miss Paine, also of Toledo. The 
walkers were led by Mr. Phil. Milner. 
The prize was awarded to the first named 
couple. 

During the evening, the gallery was 
crowded with spectators who found great 
pleasure in watching. the brilliant scene 
below. 

The floor and entertainment committee 
consisted of Mr. E. W. Schausten, Mr. 
Marryott, Mr. W. J. Gilsdorf, Mr. J. J. 
Duck and Mr. M. Luttenberger. On the 
reception committee were Mr. Joseph 
Sharp, Mr. Earl Miller, Mr. Fred Gens- 
buechler, Mr. H. J. Baker and Mr. F. L.. 
Lucas. 



1/Ocal 'Dtiioii No. 10. 

Indianapolis, Ind., January 3, 1S99. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

I believe it is my turn to say belio and 
tell where I am at, why I went, what I aui 
doing there and all about it. 

Well, No. 10 is still up to date and, al-- 
though we are not connecting up as luam- 
lights as usual, the circuit continues to 
test O. K., and we propose to .stand 110 
foolishness, livery iigiil must test full 
candle power this coming year, or rather 



the year we are now starting in upon, and, 
brclhers nil, t'lis m<"'ans tha'. you must, 
each one. come up with the stuff. I want 
to state hers.- for tiie benefit of all lag- 
beiilnds, for I knov,' there an-, many in the 
liiiTtrent locals, if you are in the lof-al just 
foi your own selfish it!tere<^t yo'i will be 
the ii'st to get your card, bat if you have 
the interests of the local at h.D.Hri, and also 
of the trade ever^-wherc, and if you want 
to furtViet the cause of the electric?! craft, 
y')U will be men, and the next meeting of 
your local will find yom paid up at least 
for this CiUfiLter. Brothers, don't you think 
that such an act on tlie part, of the mem- 
bers would cause evei-3' officer to do his 
dut}" as he lias never done it ? If you 
doubt it, try it and be convinced. Don't 
think that I am advising somethinf^ that I 
don't do, for my dues are paid uiuil April 
1st. Ivly policy is, pay before you get 
dunned. 

The electricsil business about Indianapo- 
lis is rather slov,- just now, but there is apt 
to be a great deal of toll line work for our 
new Tel. Co., perJiap.s more; than joo miles; 
we have not heard exaclly. We do know 
that material has been ordered to start 
with, and the work is expected to com- 
mence in about two weeks. At;y informa- 
tion I can get in regard to any work in or 
out of the city I will be g'ad to submit 
through the columns of the Worker. The 
City Cou5!.cil of ColumbuS; C, has several 
applications for frauchi,=;eG to build a tele- 
phone plant, but as yet I h.v,--;; heard noth- 
ing definite. If any brother can give me 
any definite information at any liuie I will 
be very grateful. If Columbus is success- 
ful in getting an ftpposition telephone 
company, let me say to all who may go 
tiiere to work one of the first and the 
most essential things in that city is a local. 
If the trade in tliat city could be organized 
you would find it a good city to work in, 
but there are several there who are bitter 
against it. Cheap labor has always been 
employed, but at the same time there are 
many good uien there who work at the 
business, both inside and outside, and they 
are men that I know would be glad to 
help a unipii to the front ; hut a town is 
bad when a fourteen-year-old boy and a 
iie,gro are working right along with the 
rest at about the same pay. i understand 
that the CeulrHl Union is in;.king a bitter 
6'jht against oppn.sition there, a? u.sual, 
and why shouldn't they ? With the ex- 
ceedingly high rent for their telephones 
and cheap labor, the;- have got a gold 
mine. One of their men told nie one day 
that laboring people did noi need big 
wages any more, for tlie)- had learned 
economy since the 'Hard finie-s of the past 
lev,' years. We know what he is at, and 
there are others we know of, some there 
and .some, here in Indianapolis, that I 
knov,', and I may tell where to find a few 
before 1 have finished scriblbiny this time, 



for I am almost full enough to jump up 
and pop open, and have been for the past 
week or so especially. If I had been built 
for an orator or a stump speaker or some- 
thing of the kind, I surely would throw 
the hot air into some people about right, 
but, unfortunately for me, I am not able 
to frame into suitable language the good 
things that are in this thick old head of 
mine. I can talk to a few all right, but in 
a big crowd I get stage fright or some- 
thing of the kind, if you know what that is. 
But I can ask as many questions as that 
little brother, and if some one will volun- 
teer to answer them I would like to ask 
along the line of money matters, bond 
issues, and who buys them, our good gov- 
ernment contracts let for furnishing'rotte.ii 
food for our soldiers in the late -war. 
Dudes, with little brains and lots of money, 
and a " pull " for officers, etc. It may be 
wijh me, in politics, like my father said 
about an infidel that stuttered badly. He 
said it was a good thing that fellow cari't 
tell what he wants to ; it's a good thing for 
certain people anyway. It may be that 
some won't like my style of writing, per- 
haps No. 10 won't, but if there are any 
kicks send them to 645 Arch street, this 
city, for No. 10 was foolish enough to elect 
me for Press Secretary for this year, and 
if I am not asked to resign the guilty must 
take their medicine, and any whom the 
shoe fits can wear it. I think that it will 
be a benefit to the locals of the N. B. E.W. 
everywhere if the Press Secretaries will 
try to do better this year than they ' did 
last. Come, brothers, be men, not mice ; 
don't be afraid to write. 

Well, we had our annual election of 
officers, and we are ready for business in 
earnest this' year. The officers elected are 
as follows : 

President— John Berry. 

Vice-President — S. B. French. 

Recording Secretary— George Beecher. 

Financial Secretary — L. .B. Jones. 

Treasurer — Phil Hayden. 

We had a very interesting meeting last 
night. We had a great deal of important 
business to attend to, together with instal- 
lation of officers. We meet every Monday 
evening at 8 P., M.. in Mozart Plall, 39 S. 
Del. St. Hoping this letter will not tire 
you or the readers, I am 

Fraternally yours, 

. B. E. BAUMAN, 
Press Secretary. 

I/Ocal Union No. xz. 

Brooklyn, N. Y., Jan. g, 1899. 
Editor Electri'-.al Worker: 

As. you mu,st know by this lime Local 
No, !2 is hotly engaged in open warfare 
with (as it has been designated by the Cen- 
tral Labor Union of Brooklyn) the '' Sc.^b 
Union," otherwise known as No, 3 of this 
city. The occasion of branding them thus 
was brought about by No. 3 bringing 
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charges against us before the C. L. U. 
which could not be sustained, and they 
were proven to be the transgressors. We 
are amply encouraged by the support we 
are having through fresh blood enrolling 
under our standard' "The National Broth- 
erhood of Electrical Workers of America." 
It seeins too bad that there are those in 
our craft who are so thickheaded they can- 
not understand their power. If they would 
only combine under the standard of a 
legitimate union, whose purpose would be 
for the welfare of all, but not as is self- 
ishly maintained by our adversaries, No. 
3, of this city, what ah enormous power 
they could wield for their benefit. 

The 28th ult., election of officers resulted 
in bring-ing into active service some of the 
brainy element of the local. The follow- 
ing. is a list of the officers chosen to manage 
its affairs : 

President— W. W. \%iughn. 

Vice-President — J. Schiller. 

Recording Secretary — Chas. L. Rogers. 

Assistant Recording Secretary— H. N. 
Knight. 

Financial Secretary — Frank G. Ortt. 

Treasurer— :A. Hokensen. 

Business Agent — Robert Speir. 

Press Secretary— John Dean, Jr. 

Last week I had occasion lo drop into 
the Western Union building when the fol- 
lowitjg incident occurred : Observing a 
fellow-craftsman engaged in renewing 
some voltaic cells I approached and en- 
gaged him in conversation. I asked if he 
was a union man, when he explained he 
was a member of the Brotherhood, also of 
our opponents, N'o. 3. I tried to impress 
upon him that in being connected with 
Xo. 3 he was arraying himself agaiiist the 
principles of the Brotherhood. He ac- 
knowledged the truth of my assertion, but 
claimed he could not join our local until 
he saw us more permanently established 
by us giving No.- 3 a whack upon its solar- 
piexus. I claim, Mr. F.ditor, that it is due 
to such material as he that such renegades 
as No. 3 exist. 

Fraternally yours, 

"JUNIOR." 



J^ocal Union No. 17. 

Detroit, Mich. Jan. 6, 1899. 
Editor p;iectrical Worker: 

I thought last mouth's letter was niy last, 
but 1 P.ud 1 have this one to write yet, so 
I hope you will be patient with nie just 
this once uiore. 

The election of officers has taken place 
and the following are the ones- chosen to 
man tlie good ship No. 17, and with such a 
crew she will certainly have a prosperous 
voyage and land in a safe harbor. Jnst 
listen: 

President — R. Scaulou. 

Vice-President — J. Sliane. 

Recording Secretary — Geo. Brown. 

I'inancial Secretary- — T. Forbes. 



Treasurer — T. Brasseur. 

Foreman — J. liogarth. 

Inspealors--j . Heisou aud J. Turner. 

Delegates to Trades Council — L. Tinime, 
T. Forbes, G. Brown. 

Delegates to Building Trades Council — 
J. Shane, J. Turner, Geo. Brown. 

Tru.stce — F,. Hawes. 

Work is pretty fair in Detroit this win- 
ter. I don't know of any idle union man 
in the city at present and that is what I 
call pretty good, con.'idering the time of 
year, and in a city as far north as this, and 
where we have such unmercifully cold win- 
ters as we have here in this part of the do- 
main of your Uncle Samuel. 

We have had re.markably little sickness 
among tlie members th-is winter; not a 
man on the sick list at present. No. 17 
has an exceptionally robust membership. 
I think at least ninety per cent, of them 
can lick their weight in wild-cats, and the 
reason of it is -we have very few of what 
you conk\ call " chronic boose fighters." 

That was a good suggestion from . the 
member of No. 41, advocating the giving 
of a cash New Year's present to Bro. Rob- 
ert Wright, and we were much pleased that 
Bro. Sherman endorsed the idea in the ed- 
itorial columns. We took up a collection 
and I hope all the locals did the same, for 
it is a wortliy thing to do, to assist this 
needy brother. 

Applications are coming in steadily'. 
Non-unionists are being shown that it is 
policy for them to get into the ranks and 
the good work goes right on merrily. 
There were one or two rabid non-unionists 
in Detroit wlio were, always running the 
Union down, but one of our good husky 
brothers intimated that if they didn't let 
up, that he would pull their noses out by 
the roots and exhi-bit them as a new brand 
of potato. Now they are quietly trying to 
get into the Union. You see they all come 
to time sooner or later. 

A couple of our boys were accused of 
pilfering. Some were on the outskirts of 
the town. The detectives and a penny-a- 
liner reporter were on the scene. The 
detectives said it miglit be those two boys, 
becaus'e they strung wires past there once. 
The reporter, of course, with his usual 
love for truth, put it down that it was them, 
but when it came to a trial they were hon- 
orably acquitted. Did 3-ou ever notice 
that a high-toned scoundrel can steal a 
million from the people and r.othing be 
done abo-at it; but let a vvorkingman be 
even suspected of taking anything, and 
every Pinkerton wolf-pacic in the country 
will be turned loose on his trail. 

I wish to announce again that cAir grand 
ball and electrical ilhnni-aalion will take 
pl.'ice.at German .Salesmen's Hall, Jan. 19, 
iSqg. It is only a couple of blocks from 
the City Hall, and every brother sliouid be 
there and bring the ladies along-. Tiie com- 
mittee has put in lots of time and labor to 



make it a record-breaker, and if there is a 
union electrical worker within one hun- 
dred miles who don't come he will get 
himself disliked. 

That was certainly a good piece of ad- 
vice in the Worker last month about mem- 
bers abiding by the -will of the majorty. 
You have probably all seen members, who, 
if the Ihiion did not vote as they wanted 
tliem to, ^ ould get sore. That kind of a 
CHS tries to get even b3- voting "no" on al- 
most everj'thing that comes up. It's all 
unknown -what he don't know, — in the 
neighborhood of his own mind. He is 
great on amendments, and seeks to amend 
everything, whether it needs it or not, — 
preforal.Uy the latter. He sizes up. the 
chairman's seat to see if it will fit him, for 
he thinks it is only a matter of a few 
month."? until an enthusiastic and grateful 
Union will, upon their fiended knees, beg 
of him to be their president, and they do 
— I don't think; but after he has had his 
tail-feathers jerked out in debate by some 
sensible member a few limes he will sub- 
side into his seat, and then if anything 
goes wrong in the union he will svag his 
head in glee and rejoice in his own cnssed- 
ness. If theie is a good,, shrewd presi- 
dent in the chair he can work things so 
that the actions of the mulish member 
won't do any harm. 

I am happy to state that we are having 
good attendance and harmonioxis meet- 
ings. No. 17 knov. s a good thing when it 
has it, and so of course re-elected Bro. 
"Richard Scanlon for President. He has a 
happy faculty of oa.lniing the troubled 
waters. He knows how to put on just 
enough oil on the ball-bearings to make 
things vxiii smoothly. I consider that -we 
are very fortunate in having "Dick" in the 
chair. 

Before 1 close I want to say to the union 

brothers all over the country that uniou- 
ism is gainiitg ground, unions gain points 
BOW that would not have been conceded a 
few years ago. These things were fought 
for. \\"heu Lincoln called for troops, my 
male relatives responded and most of them 
fell at Gettysburg. What did they fall, 
for? They fell that black slavery might 
be abolished. Brothers, -your fathers fell 
for the same cause. Shall their sons 
shrink from the fight to a'oolish white 
slavery ? Sliall not we for this great hu- 
man cause use to the utmost our tongue 
and pen? Even if I knew tliat I sat alone 
by the only camp-fire of liberty that burned 
in the Republic to-night I would not keep 
still, but thank the great ." Eternal" I have 
niillion<-- of fellow-freemen who will not 
keep still. If you want inspiration, think 
of heroic Eugene V. Debs, who, v.ith cour- 
cge. ill a single heart, faced a nation, be- 
cause he knew he was right, and because 
th>^. fires of a patriot coursed through his 
veins. There is inspiration for any union 
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man in the knowledge that "truth is 
mighty and will prevail." 

Brother Thos. Forbes has been elected 
Press Secretary. He is a union man from 
the ground up, and if you go through him 
I guarantee you will find no packages of 
" trust" cigarettes in his pockets. And 
now dear reader and brother, I bid you 
adieu. 

DAN. E. ELLSWORTH, 

Press Secretary. 

I,ocal tTnion No. i8. 

Kansas City, Mo., Jan. 4, 1899. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Here we are again. 1 am pleased to re- 
port that No. 18 is on the boom and every- 
body is working. Kansas City's new con- 
vention hall is done, and all by union men. 
No. i8 had her share. Seating capacity 
15,000, more than Madison Square Garden 
in New York. Cost $450,000, laboring men 
contributing $50,000 alone, so you can see 
what we are doing in Kansas City. 

Bro. W. Templin has been very sick for 
the last ten weeks with heart failure, and 
and has been in bed most of that time. All 
bothers who can should go over to see him, 
for he feels very much discouraged. 

Bro. Lynch was in town to spend the 
Holidays. Bro. Lynch is reconstructing 
the Postal lines from Dodge City, Kan., to 
Kansas City. He says the boys are al- 
ways glad to get the Worker, and the first 
thing they look for is No. 18, to see how 
things are in Kansas City. 

Bro. Frank Schudle has joined the order 
of benedicts. He distributed a box of 
cigars to the boys. Well done, Frank, 
keep up the good work. 

Bro. C. H. Adams was a delegate to the 
A. F. L. of A., arid says he was well pleased 
with the work done by that body. Bro. 
Adams says that he never met a better lot 
of meri, who were heart and soul in the 
cause of labor, than they were. 

Bros. L. R. Woodworlh and J. W. Har- 
per, of No. 17, were up to see us. They 
gave us quite a talk on 17, and how they 
were getting along in Detroit. We were 
all glad to see and hear our visiting'firotfT 
ers, and"wisE~tHat more o{~the":same"inn3 
would come and see us. Bros. Wood worth 
and Harper are at work on the Auditorium 
Theatre, a Detroit firm having the contract 
to rewire it. 

No. 18 li.iected new oflicerson Deceuioir 
30th, and we mean to push upward for 
iSgg. Bro. Waternous was elected Presi- 
dent, Bro. Underwood Vice-president, and 
your humble servant Press Secretary. I 
will try and keep up ray end of it, so look 
for No. 18 every month hereafter. 

Weil, I will close the circuit for this 
month, as I am afraid of the waste paper 
basket. 

Yours for the cause of labor; 

HARVEY BUB. NEXT, 

Pres.s Secretary. 



JLocAi XJnioa Ho. as. 

Omaha, Neb., Jan. 6, 1899. 
Editor Elef.triiial Worker: 

I am not going '.o xnake any apologies for 
this article, except that 1 am tiie new P. S. 

Work here just at present is a trifle 
sUck, but there is a lot of building con- 
tractsd for this spring and, besides, the 
Greater American E.^position is now al- 
most certain of going through. 

As will be seen by the Roster, Bro. Chris. 
Rumholdt is again in our midst and doing 
finely, 

A good many inquiries have been made 
lately as to why the Worker doesn't show 
up. Some have been received at irregular 
intervals, while some of us have not seen a 

copy Eqr several months. 

Among our New Y ear's resolutions is one 
to the effect that we .i.x going lo make '99 
a more prosperous one than hiretofore, 
and, in every way possible, a success. Our 
presiding officer this term is Bro. W. P. 
Leedom, and Bro. Rumboldt will assist at 
the helm. 

Bro. Reepi! will record oar actions, bad 
and good ; and Bro. Wales will receive our 
fines and assessments. J. E. Brinkman 
v/ill, if we get more money th.m needed for 
our current e;vpenses, attend to its dis- 
bursement. Bro. Curry will look to the 
switch board and attend to the .shorts and 
grounds. I have been selected to inform 
you of out goings on in this part of the 
country. Bvo. Francis ir, to be our fore- 
man and the list is concluded with Bros. 
Tobias, Wheeler and K-eebler;"for 6, 12 and 
iS months, respectively, as trustees. 

Fraternally yours, 

WILL C. GOOD. 

I/Ocai TTnion No. z6, 

Washington, D. C, Jan. 2, i8gg. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Having no news for the December issue, 
I find myself almost in the same fix this 
month. 

One thing noticeable in the national cap- 
ital is that you seldoin if ever see electrical 
workers congregated on street corners ; 
and another thing more particularly notice- 
able is that you never of late see them as- 
sembled as tlicy should on every Wednes- 
day evening at Electrical Vvorkers' Hall, 
iiOiV Pennsylvania avenue, to attend to 
business. 

No.vv, nij dear Liotiiers, if wili slop 
arid think for a momient and ask yourself 
the question, what can ! gain by associa- 
ting with my brother workmen r You may 
conclude that you can learn a great deal, 
nCit only in your lint of businesi, but in 
everything that goes to make up a good 
intelligent Dian. So. boys, come around 
and look us over. We have net got all the 
paraphernalia and equipments of the Con- 
gressional Library, but you will nnd a nice, 
spacious readiiij, room, ■.vei! equit^ped with 
different iu;:g,!; i"cs, ithanks to the land- 



lord) a blackboard, on which some of the 
more learned might educate the dumb, and 
last, but not least, the crowning feature o£ 
our Local in the opening of our charter. 
All it will cost you to get back v/here you 
belong is the paltry sum of tv,;o dollars. 
So, wake up, ye who are dilatory, and on 
your arrival, be it day or night, you will 
find our worthy janitor, Bro. Cox, or " Old 
Sleuth," as he is continually on the track 
of the " rats," (hence the name), ready to 
receive you with open arms. 

I will now close by stating that No. 26 
extends to all delinquent members an in- 
vitation'to its hall, in its endeavor to regain 
its lost laurels, namely ; The mightiest in 
the Brotherhood. 

O'CONNELL, 

Press Sec. . 

P. S.— If this letter should reach Bro, W. 
F. White (our late F. S.), Richie begs leave 
to ask of him how the thermometer stands 
in his section of the country. 

Local TJnion No. 30. 

Cincinnati, O., Jan. 7, tSgg. 
Editor Electric Worker : 

As I met with an accident on December 
3d I was unable to get a letter for the De- 
cember Worker. 

Up to the present time I can say that all 
the brothers of Local No. 30 are at work, 
although there is nothing that w(.)uld indi- 
cate a rush in the electrical work. 

There is one person here that is trying 
to cause a rush in the business, and that Is 
the City Electrician. He is hot and heavy 
after the Cincinnati Street Railway Com- 
pany to put their wire under ground. He 
is down east now, either at Washington, 
D. C, or New York, to investigate the 
underground trolley system. If i have a 
guess coming, which I think 1 have, my 
guess is that there is some one that has an 
office a little higher than City Electrician 
that has caused this rush. Let the good 
work go on ; the more the merrier. And 
I must say the boys from Cleveland that 
done the work on College Hill and Hamil- 
ton road done some good work. 

The following officers will serve as fol- 
lows : 

President — Wm. Williams. 
Vice-President — ]. Williams. 
Recording Secretary — VVm. Price. 
Financial Secretary— Geo. Hilderbrandt. 
Press Secretary — Wm. P. Wheeler. 
Treasurer — Jos. Daly. 
Foreman— T. Davis. 
Inspector— Wm. Sidel. 

DOWN' THE TliUSTS. 

filany of the papers in the country have 
recently published articles, doubtless at 
cheap advertising rates, in which one of 
the greatest trusts in this country was 
praised and eulogized. I have before rue 
now a letter from a young man who has 
worked faithfully for a concern for ton 
years. Last week the plant was absorbe'l 
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by a trust, and he, with eighty others, were 
thrown out of employment. Thousands of 
men are beggared by this destroying of 
healthful competition, in violation to the 
laws of the country. Suppose kerosene 
«i! sold at two cents a gallon, would it ben- 
efit a person who was out of employment ? 
Would calico fit a penny a yard be cheap 
to the beggar? Each year the armies of 
tramps are increasing, and sometime we 
will be forced to face a labor question on 
which the fate of the government will de- 
pend. No nation can long withstand the 
frightful burden embodied in Bill Nye's 
satirical motto, God bless the rich, the 
poor may beg. 

■ HUMANITY. 
Brothers, this is a piece found in one of 
our dailies, and as my Coal Oil Johnny is 
about to blow a fuse, I will pull the switch 
to save poor Johnny. 

WHISKERS, 
Press Sec. 



I^ocal Union No. 35. 

Boston, Mass., Jan. 9, 1899. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Volunteering to write you last month 
with the many other scribes I find we 
crowded you pretty well, but it must have 
been pleasing to \'ou to see so many re- 
spond to your call for letters and corre- 
spondence, and while some things had to 
be omitted, I think the boys must have 
been satisfied with the sheet you were able 
to put out. No doubt you will be satisfied 
if they continue to crowd you, so that you 
can feel satisfied, you are putting a pretty 
good paper before them. It seems my 
letter won for me the nomination of Press 
Secretary, for at the election of the officers 
of Local 35 I was nominated for that par- 
ticular office, with no opposition. 

While letters have appeared over ray 
signature in several issues of the Worker, 
this, of course, is the first as press corre- 
spondent of Local 35, and, while there is 
one particular thing I would wish to inter- 
est the readers with this month, I have not 
had the time since my election of getting 
possession of the facts, and that is the 
electrical plant of the new Southern Union 
station, which was opened up here Sunday, 
January ist ; suffice it to say, the power 
house and electrical signal and switch sys- 
tem arc big departments in themselves. 
They are located beyond the train house 
in the yard, and when completed will be 
among the largest in the country. The 
heat for the station, besides the electricity, 
is all transmitted from the power house 
in the yard. The electric lighting was and 
is being done by the Lord Electric Corti- 
pany, large contractors of Boston, and who 
employ none but union men on their v/ork. 
1 am in hopes of being able in my ne.xt 
letter of giving a full description of the 
plant, the number of lamps, both arc and 



incandescent used, iiurnber 0/ dynamos, 
etc. 

Since my last letter and during the Holi- 
days I have been around my old stamping 
grounds at Hartford. I met several of 
the boys of Local 37, but the familiar face 
of Bro. Herbert, and the usual greetings 
from him, 1 missed, and was sorry to learn 
that he had only been called home to 
Stamford, Conn., the day before, owing to 
the sudden and unexpected death of his 
father. Brother Herbert had the sym- 
pathy of all who knewhim ; all felt grieved 
for such trouble coming to him just at a 
time when pleasures and enjoyment were 
the order anticipated. I had a long talk 
with Bro. Tracy, who informed me the boys 
are lacking that enthusiasm which was so 
manifest in Local 37. Come boys, wake 
up, and keep No. 37 in the ranks of the 
foremost locals of the N. B. E. W., and 
wliere you rightfully belong. 

.The election and installation of officers 
took place for the coming term, and are as 
follows : 

President--T. R Mellville. 

Vice-President— W. D. Hubbard. 

Financial Secretary^Wm, Woodward. 

Recording Secretary — J. B. Jeffers. 

Inspectors— Henry Buckley, Theodore 
Gould. 

Foreman— Wrn. Thomas. 

Trustees not elected. 

Tickets are being circulated for the Fifth 
Annual Ball of Local 35, which takes place 
Tuesday evening, January 17th. From the 
number of tickets out we anticipate a suc- 
cessful and enjoyable evcning.and the hand- 
some and coniniodiqus Paul Revere Hall 
at the Mechanics' Building, will ring with 
mirth and music, and the light fantastic 
will be tripped by the electrical wo-'kers, 
their wives, sweethearts and friends to the 
merry tunes. 

Business is fairly good in all lines of 
work at present, and the weather, well, * 
I can't say much against it, but the wind 
seems to be blowing in a lot of la grippe. 
Some of the boys seem to think it is caused 
by icebergs getting stalled on their way 
between here and Nova Scotia. 

Fraternally, 

F. J. SHEEHAN. 

Irocal Union No. 36. 

Sacramento, Cal., Jan. 3, tSgg. 
Editor Electrical Worksr: 

In my previous letter to the Worker I 
promised to have No. 36 represented with 
a letter each month. Would like to give 
the old song and dance about being too 
busy to write, but the boys say that don't 
go any more. Glad to state all the broth- 
ers are working and some of them are put- 
ting in long hours, especially the telephone 
men. The recent heavy winds created 
considerable havoc among the telephone 
lines. A number of phones got connected 
with the electric light station with the 



usual result, that fire was flying in all di- 
rections. 

The Folsom Company is changing its 
lighting circuit from 1,000 to 2,000 volts. 
The Yuba Company just finished some ex- 
tensive new lines. During the summer the 
light company's wire runs on steam at an 
increased expense. They are now rejoic- 
ing for we have rain and plenty of it. It's 
water that's wanted to make the wheels 
go round in this city. 

Read the letter from Bro. Eldridge re- 
garding a question box with interest. I 
had the same experience with an electric 
contractor ( ?) recently; he could not see the 
why and wherefore, etc., of the third wire. 
A question box would be of great, benefit 
to the whole Brotherhood; it would help 
us over some of our small troubles at times. 
What happens to one of us may happen 
to all. Have been very busy of late, and 
therefore cannot go into any explanation of 
the above-named enuncia,tor trouble. Will 
be pleased to take an active part- in public 
discussions. 

Should any o£ our eastern brothers 
come along through Sacramento, all they 
have to do is to show us a paid up card and 
they will certainly get the glad hand from 
one and all. We hold our regular meet- 
ings the second and fourth Tuesdays of 
each month at Federated Trades Hall. 
The undersigned would be pleased to hear 
from Chris Ashmusen and Art Longfrey, 
at one lime members of No. 22. 

With best of wishes for the success of 
the question box, I rcYnain fraternally 
yours, C. A. SCHNEIDER. 

l/ocal Union No. 37. 

Hartford, Conn., Jan. 4, iSgg. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Well, as the new year has opened with 
every prospect of a prosperous ending to 
the Nineteenth Century throughout this 
glorious country, let us, of the N. B. E. W., 
take a new lease of life and make this last 
year eclipse all previous ones in the ad- 
vancement of our Brotherhood. The locals 
have held their elections now, new blood 
has been infused into them and, by a little 
perseverance, we can increase our member- 
ship far beyond all previous records, and 
place the N. B. E. W. on a standing with 
any trade union in the country. 

Local 37 held an election at its regular 
meeting, Wednesday evening, January .4th. 
The following officers were elected : 

President — W. H. Crawley. 

Vice-President — J. F. Quirk. 

Recording Secretary — M. p. Sullivan. 

Financial .Secretary— ^J. Tracy. 

Press Secretary — M. P. Sullivan. 

Treasurer — T. F. Herbert. 

Inspector — N. E. King. 

Foreman — Allen Mclsaac. 

Trustees — James Hurley, P. J. Burke 
and P. Hayes. 

M. P. SULLIVAN, Press Sec. 
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Resolutions were adopted as follows : 

Whereas, The Almighty God has, in His 
infinite wisdom, seen fit to call by death 
from our brother, Thomas F. Herbert, his 
beloved father, therefore be it 

Resolved, That we, as members of Local 
Union No. 37, N. B. E. W., do hereby ex- 
tend to Brother Herbert our most tender 
and heartfelt sympathy in this his hour of 
bereavement ; and be it 

fiesolved. That while we sympathize 
with our brother, we hope that he will be 
consoled by the thought that he has arisen 
to a brighter and better life ; and be it 
further. 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolu- 
tions be presented to Brother Herbert, and 
be also published in our official journal. 

JOHN J. TRACY, 
WM. H. CRAWLEY, 
■ F. II. ROBERTS, 

Committee, 



I<ocal TJnion No. 38. 

Cleveland, O., Jan. 2, 1899. 
Wie Getits, Mr. Editor, and more power 
to yez, also a happy New Year. 

If yea pleas I am Press Secretary for 
No. 38, at your service, and thats why I 
am writing you this evening. To begin 
with, 1 suppose I am expected to tell you 
something of the condition of Local 38. 
This L. seems to be in about as healthy 
condition as any L. within a radius of 7 
miles. It has a -membership of about 4S27, 
but. the aversige attendance is only about 
42 1^. Last meeting night was election, so 
the average was slightly above normal, 
about 46;Y, if I remember right. Of the 
4783 who do not attend regularly, 375 are 
out of the city, 128 are on the sick list con- 
fined to their homes on the avenue with 
the grip or sojourning in the mountains 
enjoying a run of the small-pox; the bal- 
ance of them, or about 4280, are working 
nights. Quite a number of them are Som- 
nambulists. This makes night working 
easy. No. 38 will hold its annual dogfi-ght 
and turkey shoot on Saturday, February 
18, 1899, at Christie Lake. We would like 
very much to have you with us, Mr. Editor, 
we would, indeed. But to return to our 
report. Our President is a large powerful 
man, with heavy electric blue mustache, 
and large dreamy eyes. He parts his hair 
about three points to the right of center, 
and is not afraid of the car.s. He' has a 
firm square chin, denoting sobriety and 
industry.' He has large well developed 
feet, and a pair of dukes like a mule's foot. 
These serve ' him a good purpose when 
some unruly member . insists upon being 
heard. Take him all in all, he is a hand- 
some, {ine looking kid, and is unmarried. 
This is wliy he takes such an interest in 
No. 80, ane vice-versa. Our- President 
usually calls around to see us every meet- 
ing night, sometimes as early as 10:30 
o'clock. Some of the other officers drop in 



uptm us once in a wh;ie. 1 have known as 
iiiariv as tVirfc officers to ''-e on hand in one 
evening in ple.'isant weather. 

K.uie No. 7.^8 of our tiy Laws ma'ses it 
cornpuisory for an ofTicer to 'ne present at 
least once in six- nionthF. By strictly en- 
foi'cing this rait' wc get s number of the.m 
to attend our mc-eliugs. Oiii initiation 
parapheriKilia conji.^tii nf a thirty horse 
power electric hoisting criiin, and a double 
back action slC';;m jointed horizo.otal steam 
pile driver. When wc put this machinery 
at work on a carididiice, it is necessary that 
some of the ofTicers be on hand to add tone 
and dignitv to the occasion, »nd to prevent 
the candidate from carrying away a bad 
impression. But in apitc; of their presence 
I have knowii a candid<itc to carry a bad 
ii'npressicn a.'oand. between tb^^ shoulders 
of bis pants .for mady a day. But this is 
the exception, not the rule. Our hall is 
largfi and well appointed, about as v,'ide as 
must h^lls and not quit'; as long as others. 
We ha.ve ■about 45 or 50 chairs, ninst of 
them are upiio's:(;red in oak- or ash. The 
Prcsidents 'cfian' is upholr.t(c.i;eu iti crimson 
velvet. The chair of ihf F. S. is upholst- 
ered in sheet iron; this makes a -nice cool 
seat in hot weather. We also hjvp ten 
cvisptdors, with an attendance of forty, 
this will allow four' nie\i m one cu=.pidor; 
this is a mislakf, there shtruld have lieen 
four cusyiidors to ot.-e man. The new 
trustees will no doubt correct this evil, as 
nothing tends to, draw the good out of a 
man more than a big red caspidor. We 
Have quite an extensive lihirary, aiso a safe. 
Our safe has oni^ of the latest patent com- 
bined conibination lock:;, and sn couvbined 
is the combinatiiin thlii it frequently re- 
quires the combined ef.''orts of the t'.vo 
Secretariej, .toj;pther with the combined 
cuss words of a regular meeting, to manip- 
ulate this oijibined combination and open 
the safe. Our book cases are buili of tim- 
ber and lumber, mostly kmiber. The plate 
gla.=s in the sliding doors is also hunber. 
mOit of tills lumber was taken from the 
pin-; woods of .Michi.<>'an and is 0; .(food 
ciualiiy. We have many \ nluablc. books in 
our case, anion.;; them 1 notice Hoyie on 
poker. Ko'vv to become an electric expert 
in 2,'^ hours. The rise and fall of the ten- 
derfoot lineman. Biography of Johi'i L. 
Sullivan. Also several important works 
by siicii well knriun eleciric autboriti'js as 
XiV'.olp- I't-I:: f.-i'iip'; ("orliett. .Robert Kitz- 
simmons, Thfunas - A. 'ridison. Thomas 
Sharkey, Mark Hanua, and Kid McCoy. 
We al.su have a red lint sto-.e, Fi;'.e jxg. 
The mallet used liy the presidinar ofticer 
was made frivai the (ir"t poip eri-:cted in 
Mulberry Park, Ohio. Most of the boys' 
v.ho are working cuiuph'iu of enjoying 
good heaiil'i, while those v. ho ara eiijo)'ing 
poor heahr! ;irc improving. .Some of our 
members hav.j taken ii,-,ie by the forelock 
as it were, quite a iiuinber of tiiem are 
working 6 houis a day for 8 hours pay. 



This beats No. l, to be sure. Our boys put 
in 8 hours time, but they work only 6, the 
other two hours is a bluff; 6 hours is our 
motto with no surrender or compromise. 
The Bell telephone inducted the home a 
short time ago. This gave the boys an 
opportunity to lay off and buy Christmas 
presents for their wives and sweetheart.s. 
Some of them bought as many as two and 
a half and three presents, just to give away. 
Oh, they are dead easy, some of these 
chaps. I got a pair of slippers and a box 
of cigars for Christmas, and the next morn- 
ing when I arose from niy humble cot and 
peeped out of the window, I saw your aunt 
chopping the ice oft the front walk, aud 
she had on my new slippers. I at once ran 
and got my gum boots, wont out upon the 
street and tried to pursuade her to ex- 
change. She refused. This shows a lack ' 
of judgment, also a lack uf generalship on 
my part, for I had to finish cleaning the- 
walk when I should have been in bed. I 
notice someone wants a question box in the 
Worker; that's a good plan. Taking it 
for granted you will start one in the Jan- 
uary Worker. I would like to propound 
the following' questions : First. Is it 
cheaper to move than to pay rent, provid- 
ing you have two tons of coal in the cellar 
belonging to the man who lives in the 
other end of the house. Second. Which 
of the two do you consider the most honor- 
able to practise, and which is the safest in 
the long run, to stand off the landlord or 
the coal hian? Third. Which do you con- 
sider the cheapest, pork at 5 cents cash, or 
beef at in}< cents, Cr? Fourth; Your 
aunt wants to know if the annexation of 
the Philippines will cheapen the price of 
hired girls, and it the Philippine hired girls 
are inclined to be flirty. By answering 
these few questions you -will confer a fovor 
upon yours trulv. 

No. 80 is progressing nicely. I noticed 
several of them upon tlie avenue this p. ni. 
and they were all gowned up to the Queens 
taste. One of them had on a tailor made 
suit of some kind of cloth, also a white vest 
full of polka dots. Another a stunning 
black hat with plumes 3 feet long by 14 
inches wide. Still another had around her 
a fur mantle, made of the skin of some 
kind of a wild beast. 1 don't know what 
kind, but it looked like a cros.s iietnecna. 
Persian Lamb and a Mountain f.ion. The 
girls all belong to the Union, and uni.st of 
them skate and play golf. Some of them 
have been getting married lately. They 
(the married ones) will not skate or play 
golf any more, but they will have the .satis- 
faction of knowing that the hand that rock.s 
the cradle is the hand that rocks the 
world. 

Some of the boys complain of not roceiv 
ing the Worker, others say that they don't 
read it when they do get it. It those who 
don't get it will let me knov/, I wiil see 
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that they do gel it, if I have to scalp the 
Editor to do it. 

To those who do not read it, I will say 
we are onto you ail right. Yet we are 
willing to be charitable, perhaps you had 
not the opportunity of learning to read 
when you were young, if so you are not to 
blame. 

And now, Mr. Editor, I will bid you so 
long. As 1 have wished you a happy New 
Year first, I shall e.'cpect a cigar. I gave 
away all my Christmas cigars to people 
who wished me a Happy New Year and I 
shall expect you to do likewise. 

Yours truly, 

UNCLE TOM. 

P. S. I forgot to mention that at our 
semi-annual we elected the following 
officers: .Stenographer, Richard Hobson 
Ross; Press Secretary, Thomas Dewey 
Wheeler. I don't just now call to mind 
who the rest. of the officers are, but as soon 
as I do I will communicate with you over 
the long distance telephone. I will also 
state that we are having considerable fun 
up this way with the smallpox. It the 
Lord allows me my choice between the 
smalliiox and grip, I shall choose the lat- 
ter. I can then set in the house and growl 
at the women folks; if I get the smallpox 
I shall come down and spend the winter 
with you. 1 would be willing to feed the 
pigs and milk the cow for my board, al- 
though I am not sure I would prove a suc- 
cess as milker, not having worked at it 
since I was a yearling. I would, however, 
be willing to sit in the office and say to 
your customers and creditors, that the G. 
S. has fled. 

P. S. I also might make mention of the 
fact that this being the first of the year, I 
have quit doing some things that 1 used to 
consider smart. I shall use no more plug 
tobacco, cereal coffee, or cuss words. Not 
that I have a grudge against the brewers of 
this particular brand of coffee, nor because 
I do not intend to set up any more stoves, 
but solely on account of my health. Within 
the past year I have exploded several glass 
revolvers in my pistol pocket, soaking and 
drenching my outer garments, to say noth- 
ing of my asbestos undergarments, besides 
inflicting numerous and painful wounds 
upon my person, all of which is quite em- 
barrassing. When .in Sunday school my 
wife also complains that the cuss words I 
have used to start the kitchen fire when 
out of kindling wood, have oxidized the 
silver plate on the sideboard, and soiled 
the wall paper, in the front room. From 
January ist I am a changed man. I shall 
lead a life in the future that shall enable 
me to look the sheriff or a corn salve agent 
square in the face and never flinch. 

Yours as ever, T. 

P. S. Since writing the' foregoing I have- 
been requested by many of our best citi- 
-■^ens, to urge you to be with us for a few- 



days during our annual Fox chase and 
Cock figiit, which comes off next month. 
I think I caii assure you a hearty reception 
by the 400 of Cleveland, if yoi: would agree 
to give..,:i.5 a short iKk upon what you know 
about farming, or give us your ideas upon 
expansion and contraction, or on the beau- 
ties of a bob-tail flush, or any other subject 
with which you are familiar. If you will 
consent to come, we will advertise your 
appearance extensively and get out a first 
class audience. If you will consent to 
make your debut in this city, an effort will 
will be ma.de to secure reduced rates atone 
of the hotels. If you can stop at a hotel, a 
brother will be assigned to assist you and 
explain how to manipulate the machinery 
of the bathroom and to see that you do not 
blow out t'he gas. We will also furnish a 
detective to guard you from our Medical 
Students who might undertake to run you 
into one of our Medical college dissecting 
parlors. Our Students are ever on the 
alert for strangers of ability. (This does 
not signify that all ability is a stranger 
here, or that all our citizens are strangers 
to ability), but we will guarantee you a safe 
return and no questions asked. 

Yours as ever, .T. 

P. S. This (the following) is pri\ ate and 
confidential. Should you desire to stop at 
some quiet place, where you will be away 
from the cops, we have an elegant room up 
stairs in the house, it is well furnished with 
a bed, and also has a sheep skin rug. The 
bed is a good strong one, that I made from 
boards taken from a swing shelf, formerly 
used as a receptacle for canned fruit in the 
fore part of the cellar. Your aunt wanted 
the spare room fixed up, so we were com- 
pelled to use up the shelf. We have since 
been compelled to use up the canned fruit. 
Our regular rates for this room are thirty 
cents per day and take j our meals out. I 
frequently take my meals out. 1 also fre- 
quently go out without taking my meals. 
If you will bring along your own bed 
clothes, we will make a slight reduction in 
the rates, and if you wish to be real 
economical you can bring along your own 
victuals and do your own cooking. If you 
take our room at thirty cents per day, you 
can have the use of the kitchen stove from 
3 to 5 a. m., also the chafing bowl, coffee 
mill and piano, from \ to 6 p. m. If you 
have not the ready cash, I am willing to 
take a part in trade. You can mark my 
per capita paid for iSgg, and notify No. 38 
that the E. B. ordered it paid out of respect 
for my old age. I am sure you would be 
pleased with this room. Last sumnier dur- 
ing the heated term when the atmospJiere 
was troubled with more humidity than it 
could handle without more or less going to 
waste on such occasions, I used to sleep 
away from the rest of the family and al- 
ways occupied this chamber. How often 
have I watched the lovely and enchanting 



scenes that are to be seen from the South 
East corner window. How often have I 
reclined in sweet repose silent and speech- 
less, and watched with admiration, inspira- 
tion, meditation, hesitation, calculation, 
agitation, donation and damnation, the ever 
changing panorama 'floating before me, 
onward, outward, upward, seemingly losing 
itself in eternal space, only to return and 
float some more. How often from this 
window have I listened to the long drawn 
out, yet not altogether non-musical plead- 
ings of Thompsons bay setter-pup, chained 
on the back plateau over fer-ninst the sum- 
mer kitchen. How strangely did these 
pleadings sound, when contrasted with the 
sharp, quick, gladsome note, that came 
floating up from Jobson's henroost, situated 
inm-iediately under the window. A young 
pullet lias laid her first egg, and with an 
outbur.st of joy she is (with pardonable 
pride) displaying her accomplishments to 
her friends and neighbors. I listen to the 
merry peals of laughter as she blushingly 
relate,'; to a circle of friends her hopes and 
fears in the past relating to her recent ex- 
perience and her satisfaction with the re- 
sult, her intentions for the present, her 
ambition and expectacion for the future. 
Again I see her cheek crimson and her 
dark eyes flash as with indignation. She 
hears her brother-in-law offer to bet her 
first dozen, that her next egg will be a 
double yolker. Pained, grieved and 
shocked at such language, she turns on her 
heel and seeks the seclusion of the flower 
garden ostensibly to gather in a few grass 
hoppers, katy-dids and cabbage worms, and 
incidently struck up a flirtation with Mul- 
ligan's yearling game cock over the garden 
wall. Such, my young friend, is life in this 
part of the great city. I am sure you 
would like it. Still if you in.=ist upon stop- 
ping at a hotel, I have a friend who keeps 
a hotel that I would like you to meet (you 
can meet either one you like). My friend 
usually keeps his hotel with him, and by 
so doing he is I'nost always able to find it, 
no matter how dark the night, or hard the 
times. Just now he is keeping his hotel on 
lower Superior St. I will withhold the name 
of his tavern for fear I might be accused of 
using the columns of the Worker for adver- 
tising purposes. But you can easily find ' 
this tavern as it is the only one in that 
neighborhood with a mortgage on. It is 
well kupt and managed, yet aa unosLsnta- 
tious Inn. Many of our oldest citizens are 
stopping at this hostelry, any one of which 
would be able to eat a hearty meal at either 
theStilmanor Hollenden. Many people 
high up in society, high up in the walks 
and field of science, literature and art, have 
never stopped at this hotel. Of course, I 
can't be expected to remember all the peo- 
ple who have never stopped at this house, 
yet I do remember a few, and I will give 
you the names of some of them. They are 
the Prince of Wales, Patsy Tebeau, Gen- 



14 



THE ELECTRICAL WORKER 



[January 



eral Blanco, Dr. Mary Walker, Queen 
Victoria, Jesse James, Fayne Strayhen 
Moore, Gov. Roosevelt, Tom Piatt, Mrs. 
Langtry and Jerry Simpson. It is situated 
virithin easy walking distance of three 
depots, four boat landings, two police sta- 
tions, one jail, one morgue, and the head- 
quarters of the Rochester Brewing Co. Its 
the only hotel in the city thatha.sa gymna- 
sium attached, and the only one that keeps 
tickets on sale at the City Hall. Located 
upon one of our richest thoroughfares, 
built upon a high sloaping, well kept ter- 
race, it rears its dome grandly and majest- 
ically far up into the clouds of smoke and 
dust surrounded by scenes rich and re- 
splcndant in classic and romantic beauty. 
One can stand in the back door of the wood 
shed and look with awe and rapture upon 
the heaving bosom of the ever raging, 
roaring, tumbling, turbulent Cuyahoga, or 
he may gaze with wonder and astonish- 
ment upon the massive piers and broad 
and lofty arches of the mighty viaduct with 
its broad, well kept promenades and drives, 
ever teeming with life beauty, moving vans 
and trolley cars; or he may (if he be of 
mechanical turn of mind) look upon the 
great fire boat Farley, the guardian angel 
of the great city, with its fine array of 
mechanical contrivances, wrought only 
after years of toil and labor by the brain 
and hand of some unknown genius long 
since slumbering beneath the ice and snow 
in a poor man's lowly grave, or serving his 
country in the statehouse at Columbus; or 
he may took far out into the harbor upon 
the white winged messengers of commerce 
freighted with mineral ores taken from 
the historic Sault St. Marie, or the far away 
mining fields of Escanaba Alpena, Syra- 
cuse and Coney Island; or he may watch 
the proud and stately scow as she leaves 
her moorings for her morning plunge. 
Slowly, steadily, and majestically she 
plows her way through the waters of the 
mighty river. On she is towed into the 
inner then outer harbor, then far far away 
out into the deep blue waters of the great 
lake, there to deposit her freightage of 
night soil t^ken from the tenderloin district 
the previous night. I am sure you would 
be pleased with either place. I have ent- 
ered somewhat into detail in describing 
the several places, but I done so that you 
might know where you are at, and not be 
deceived by an unscrupulous public in case 
1 should not be on hand when you make 
your landing. And now my dear boy, I 
am about to give you a little parting advice 
but first let me say I am fondly hoping and 
praying that this letter will be lost, run 
over by the cars, or blown away by a 
cyclone before it reaches you, but if it does 
reach you, I sincerely hope you will have 
as tough a time reading, as I have had 
writing it. And atier you have read it, 
don't forget what' I have said in about nine 
minutes. Remember we want you to visit 



us not altogeti^er out of curiosity, but be- 
cause we iove you. Remember wc are 
your friends and that we ov/n as mu.'jh of 
the country as you do. Remember where 
we live; remembar where you ar?. bound 
for when you start, antl last, but by no 
means least, do not forget your night shirt 
and pockf'. book. 

As ever your affectionate 

UNCLE. 

P. S. 1 almost forgot to state that 1 had 
a large number of my pictures taken for 
the holiday trade. Now that the holidays 
are over ] will dispose of the remainder at 
about half cost. Forty cents per lb. is the 
price, payable in post::g^s stamps. They 
are a good antitode and prevent.ndye of 
Hay fever, carpet !nig3, divorce suits and 
the goui. They can also be used as a 
creditor exterminator. A few of them 
posted in thn Worker would reduce the 
circulation quae a considerable, thereby 
reducing your expenses and trouble of 
mailing. There are other purpuses that 
they might bq used for but lime and space 
forbid that I should state it here. I notice 
this is the la.st .sheet on the i\?.d. I also 
notice this is the last pad, also that I am 
broke and could not buy another pad if I 
wanted to. Also that the fire is o-jt and 
the coal also. That rny feet are out (of 
my socks), that your aunt is looking for the 
cistern pole, therefore I conclude I had 
better conclude. 

Yours faithfully, T. 
P. S. If this letter is too long send it 
back and I wiil take a reef in it. [f it is 
too short you can splice it yourself. 

(JNCLE TOM. 

I,ocal Union No, ^x. 

Buffalo, Jauuary 3, 1.899. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

The older a man gets and the less hair 
he has to cover las scalp the more some 
people think he is verging into second 
childhood and he can easily be made to 
obey their bidding, and I guess that's so. 
When I left Local 44 I declared I would 
not hold an oiitco when I. entered 41, but 
somehow when I get mixsd up and inter- 
ested in the good work for iny fellow- 
workers I hate to make a jumpi«g-jack of 
myself and decline all nominations ten- 
dered, as some do — consequently I am 
placed as scribe for Local 41, and I will 
say now — I do not consider the choiire a 
very good one, and it may- be quite au ex- 
pensive one to some of the brothers, for 
they may have to lake something r.o wash 
down my articles, as they may be rather 
dry. As Bro. Win. il. Kelly was unavoid- 
■ ably auBcnt from our lest meeting I shall 
ta'KC it upon my.-iph in behalf of Local 4 l to 
thank Bro. Kelly for tlie eflicieut niauiier 
in which he has fiiied the office of Pi'ess 
Seci etary for so lonj; a time. 

Well, brothers, for my iirst article from 
41 I will say, we held an elec.ti.))) or cliicers 



to begin the New Year. For President 
our selection was a good one, Bro, Jas. 

Burges,s. For Vice-President, Bro. TI.10R. 
J. Hogau; for Financial Secretary, the old 
and reliable war horse H. M. Scott; Re- 
cording Secretary, Geo. Vy . Bass. 

With the offices filled with such brothers 
as the above, and John Albright at the. 
door, I can see no reason why Local 41 
should not run along orderly and peace- 
ably. 

1 would like to make mention regarding 
an article I wrote last month for the bener 
fit of Brobert G. Wright, 

I have found that the idea of a Xew 
Year box was most heartily approved by 
the majority, but the time wtis too short to 
raise an amount of any particular benefit 
to the brother. I understand that Local 
45 has started a subscription list which is 
getting aloug nicely. Local 41 has done 
the same, and I have on my hst some $18 
or $20 subscribed, and it will all be fortli- 
couiing when called for. I hope that oth- 
ers have done as well and that in the 
course of a month or so we will be able to 
carry out a plan somewhat different from 
the New Year's box. ' It is this : It is pro- 
posed to continue the subscription under 
the same name and for the same Bro. 
V/right, but instead of making a purse for 
liim, to have him locate in some city aud 
buy for him a little business, such as news- 
papers, cigars and candy, which will give 
to him amindependence and make it pos- 
sible for him and his little family to be 
self-supporting. Now, brother.s, I don't 
want to take all the space in the Yv'orker, 
I guess you all understand me well enough 
to send in your subscriptions to the G. S,, 
and when be has enough to warrant, the 
success of the undertaking then we (all 
unions subscribed), will devise some means 
to place the proceeds where they will do 
Bro. Wright and family the most good. 

If any brothers wish to communicate with 
me in this matter, address. 

Fraternally yours, 
WM. A. BREESE, 
Press Secretary, 
330 Vermont St. 

l/ocal Union No. 45. 

Buffalo, N. Y., Dec. 20, 1S98. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

The semi-annual election was held Sat- 
urdaj' evening, December 17th, and tl;e ■ 
following officers duly elected : 

President — Frank Devlin. 

Vice-President— B. H. Mallory. 

Recording Secretary — J. Dingbaum. 

Financial Secretary — M. Staples. 

Press Secretary — A. P. Addleman. 

Treasurer — T. J. Byrnes. 

Inspectors — Thom.as McDugal, Paul 
Bretz. 

Foreman — J. J. Casey. 

Delegates to United Trades' and Labor 
Council — Frank Devlin, W. J. Steward 
and A. P. Addleman. 
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Since the last time Local No. 45 was 
beard from, Bro. Thomas McDugal met 
with quite a serious accident. A heavy 
wagon shd around a corner and caught 
him between a pole and wagoiT, fractunng 
three ribs and bruising him badly. He 
will be with us soon again, though looking 
out for more wagons. 

The Western Union messenger service 
linemen are thinking seriously of trying 
to have their titles changed to that of 
Electric Engineers, same as Postal Cable 
Company. 

There has not been a great deal of 
trouble during the past few weeks consid- 
ering the storms which blockaded all the 
railroads funning east from here. 

Just as soon as any trains could get 
through specials were given to W. U. peo- 
ple and the right-of-way of the road, so 
that they soon repaired all damage done 
to their wires. The street railway was 
tied up more or less, especially iu the east- 
ern part of the city, but was soon running 
as usual. 

News is sorter scarce this month, as 
things is very quiet around Buffalo, and 
then I feel that I should touch it light the 
first time, or until I get a little acquainted 
with the circuits. 

There seems to be a great. many con- 
flicting theories as to the kind of letters 
should be written to the Worker. Some 
says it's dull reading to see that a certain 
Local met, and that there was a certain 
number of members iu attendance, and 
that there were certain motions put and 
carried, and suggest we discuss practical 
electrical subjects. That would be nice, I 
am sure, but reniember that us aereal birds 
are not all newspaper men, and should we 
attempt such we might fall down. So it 
might be well to continue something near 
the same old homely lines, and if every 
local gets in their say our little Worker 
will be full to running over. 

We pre,sume this issue will, on account 
of election notice, be lacking space, so we 
will break the' circuit for this time. 

A. P. A., 
Press Secretary. 

IfOcal TTxsion No. 46. 

Lowell, Mass. Jan. 6, 1899. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

1 will again let the boys know what we 
are doing. Electrical work is quite dull 
here. All the brothers are not working. 
At our last regular meeting we installed 
the following officers : President, H. L. 
Whitney; Vice-President, J. P. Moore; 
Recording Secretary, James Barrett; Fi- 
nancial Secretary, flarry Harding; Press 
Secretary, J. S. Murphy; Treasurer, M. 
Quinn; Inspectors, M. Hobson, A. Bond; 
Foreman, Joe Mcl;urmett; Trustees, Wm. 
Day, 18 months, Joe McDonnell, 5 months. 

Now that we have a new set of officers, 
all the brothers should not fail to attend our 



meetings. It is all well enough to drop in 
once' in a while and pay your dues; but 
who are ooir.g to run tlie affairs of your 
local ? Oc not forget that the way to dis- 
organize labor is to stay away from your 
meetings. 

The late examination for inspector of 
wires is one great reason why we should 
make our local a great success. What a 
fake it was, and how it was done. Now, is 
there a man in all this country who you 
could call perfect as an electrican; yet the 
examination board iu Lowell says there is, 
and he has not been off the farm such a 
long time either. Well, anything to throw 
a good man down; but the o£Bce is not 
filled yet, and Brother Hall has as good a 
chance as .any if we all work to get him 
there. 

Now there is another thing I will say: 
one of our brothers was amongst some of 
our Boston brothers lately, and after play- 
ing them several times, gave it up, until 
after a time they bragged unionism and 
talked about the Portland wreck. Then 
he became aware that he was with some 
union men. Tend your meetings, and 
if Brother Sheehan had come to Lowell . 
he would have met about two thousand 
with the grip. 

As last night's ceremony prevents me 
from writing any more for No. 46, I will 
pull the plug, lioping the brother on the 
hill will do his duty. 

JAJiIES BARRETT, 

Press Secretary. 

l/ocal Union No. 56. 

Erie, Pa., Jan. 2, 1899. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Here we are again for a new month and 
a new year, and No. 56 have elected the 
same old scribe. It was all quietly talked 
over at onr last meeting, and it was de- 
cided that as I had exposed my ignorance 
for the past year in tlie Worker, it would 
be a very poor move to allow any other 
brother of No. 56 to write to the Wprker, 
as it might possibly be that some had the 
idea that we had some member that could 
write a letter, so you will have to stand 
this another term, hoping we get a new 
member before long. 

I noticed in our Worker that some 
brother thought it was stale reading when 
a Recording Secretary only stated in his 
letter that Jack Perkins was sick and 
Willie Clevise was fixing a bell in the 
police station, etc. Now, that's about the 
only kind of poetry 1 can write, so I feel 
a little shocked, but as I am doing the 
best I can for a good "cause, I will keep it 
up to the same old voltage, hoping you 
will excuse the resistance. 

A few of No. 56's Indians that had a lit- 
tle money and a little sense took a holiday 
ride on the cars. Ero. St. Clair went to 
Cory, Pa., for turkey, etc. ; Bio. Jacobs 
went to his home in Taw Wa.?, Mich. I 



suppose old Red Pete cut quite a swell up 
there in the woods, but he couldn't have 
made half the hit that I did. I went to 
Middleport, O., to see my little brother, 
who knows his place better than I do and 
has settled down on a farm. From there 
I went to Cleveland. I saw some wire- 
fixers, but did not know them, so I did not 
present myself to them, but went to the 
man that owns the N. Y. C. & St. L. R. R. 
and paid him $12.35 to ride on his road as. 
far as Chicago. When I arrived in Chi- 
cago everybody seemed to be busy looking 
for Tom and Jerry, and did not pay much 
attention to me, but I kept right on as 
though I knew where I was going. It 
made me a little nervous when I walked 
under those trestle works where tliey run 
street cars up stairs. I asked a man why 
they run their cars up in the air, and he 
said it was to accommodate the people 
living in the second and third flats^ I 
walked along until 1 came to a telegraph 
sign, and 1 thought I would wait there 
until some kind of a wire man came along 
and find out about where .T was, and at 
last I saw a liian coming with a full set of 
whiskers, and as be ^;ot near pie I recp.g- 
nized him to be hro. Ed. T. Inchermill. 
Well, I guess I was glad to clinch his old 
grub hook. . He took me around a while, 
and we met a few up and down men, but 
not so many as I expected to meet. I 
tried to be there on Saturday night. If I 
had been I should have tried to force my- 
self into their hall. I know they would 
have been glad to have me visit their 
meeting, and it is possible they would 
have let me make a few remarks. Well, 
Bro. ludermill took me back to the steam 
cars, and I weni: down to Three Oaks, 
■ Mich., where Mrs. C. was, of course. They 
all know me there, and I did not cut much 
of a figure, but I staid around there until 
my railroad ticket was due, and, then I 
went to Cleveland and won- a I 1-2 pound 
chicken at a turkey raffle. Then I went 
to Erie to see how bills had come in for 
me. 

Well, work is quiet in Erie, but some of 
the companies are acting as though they 
might buy some labor in the near future. 

At the last meeting the following officers 
were elected : 

President — P. Jacobs. 

Vice-President — Wm. Gives. 

Treasurer— J. P. Haulan. 

Financial Secretary— J. F. St. Clair. 

Recording Secretary — L. E. Carson. 

Inspector — George Aylsworth. 

Foreman — Frank Carver. ' 

Irustee— J. F. Mulheirn. 

Fraternally yours, 

L. E. C, 
. R. S. 

I/Ocal Union No. 69. 

Dallas, Tex., Jan. 6, iSng. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

After remaining silent last month J wili 
write a few lines for this month's issue. 
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Our local is progressing very nicely. Boys 
all working. 

A very sad accident happened here 
Tuesday, Jan. 3d. Bro. August Rosenfield 
was killed. He received a shock of 2,200 
volts and fell from the pole to the ground, 
a distance of 15 feet. There were only two 
working in the vicinity where his death oc- 
curred, himself and Bro. Sid Clayburn. 
When Bro. Claybxirn reached him he was 
on the ground, unconscious, but he revived 
sufficiently to say that he was dying, and 
to bid the boys farewell ; then after a lapse 
of five or ten minutes, he quietly passed 
away. His death was a very sad and 
pathetic one, indeed. 

He had only been a member of Local 69 
one week. The local followed his remains 
to the depot and notified No. 60, of San 
Antonio, who took charge of the body at 
that place and conveyed it to its last rest- 
ing place. He was a good, sober young 
man, and we had all learned to love him. 
At our special meeting the following reso- 
lutions were passed : 

Whereas, Almighty God, in His infinite 
wisdom, has claimed by death from acci- 
dent our jvorthy and esteemed brother, Au- 
gust Rosenfield, and. 

Whereas, The sudden removal of such 
a brother from our midst leaves a vacancy 
and shadow, that will be deeply felt by all 
members and friends of our Brotherhood, 
be it therefore. 

Resolved, That we express to his sur- 
viving relatives our deepest and most 
heartfelt sympathy, in this their hour of 
afRiction, and commend them to our All- 
wise Father, who will console them in their 
time of trial and deep distress, be it 
further 

Resolved, That our charter be draped in 

mourning for thirty days, these resolutions 
be spread upon the records of this union, 
and published in our official journal. 

W. B. COURTNEY, 
PAUL BARNES, 
CHARLEY BOSTON, 
Committee. 

I^ocal Union No. 72. 

Waco, Tex., Jan. 4, 1899. 

Editor Electrical Worker: 

Well, brothers, as we haye got a pretty 
good start on the new year I will try to 
help push things along some by writing a 
few lines to the Worker, for since I read 
my last month's Worker I know there will 
be a rush about printing, time and I don't 
want to be left out in the cold. As we are 
along down the list we stand a good show 
of getting chopped off. I guess that must 
be what is the matter with our sister No. 
80, and some more of them. Don't think 
there was room for them. Now that's too 
bad, but my opinion is if you locals that 
have been treated so bad will write Bro. 
Sherman a real nice sweet letter I believe 
he would let you in once in a while auv 



how. Say, how about trying a new Press 
Secretai-y,. or putting a fine on the o'd ones? 

\\ el) I was certainly glad to see so many 
letters in last month, if we did have to 
leave out the diic-.tory. Noc, boys, I am 
in hopes that so many Press .Secretaries 
will wake up that it will tike a Worker 
twice aa large to hold thf.ni. 

We had a call meeting last Satvirday 
evening for the electi.in of officers, a-^ there 
were too many sick for our regular meet- 
ing. 

The following officers were elected : 
President — E. Cable. 
Vice-President— Wm. Hodges. 
Recording Secretary — W. D. Maroid. 
Financial Seaetary and Treasurer — 
Jos. Hodges. 

Press Secret.^.: y—E. P. McBroom. 
f nspector— C. F. Marrs. 
Foreman — A. G. Thomasso. 

Don't think we could have selected a 
better president and cabinet for thr next 
six mont'ns if we had the state to pick 
from. No. 72 is doing as well as could be 
hoped for ; there are still two or three men 
in town out of the union but we have their 
cash, so they won't be out long. Wc are 
determiried to get every man in town and 
make him carry his card ■.■Aim at work. 

Weil, work has been very plentiful this 
winter for good men, but not so bright for 
pole-climbers, for they are as common as 
old shoes! 

The S. W. T. & y. Co. is lo have a new 
§20,000 building righi away. The plans 
are out and Ih'j bids were to go in yester- 
day. We will have a oice little e.\change 
then. The new company is still nothing 
but talk. , They swore they were going to 
work on the first, but now they have put it 
off til) the fifteenth; It seems that it was 
reported over the state that ail the tele- 
phone boys were out on a strike here last 
week. For the information of the broth- 
ers elsewhere and i-i ju.stice to oursch es I 
want to state that there v.'as nothing of the 
kind. The manager was. going to Austin 
to spend the Holidays with his folks, so 
the day before he left I asked him if we 
could have Monday, as most of the boys 
had made arrangements to go somewhere 
that day. He said he could not think of 
such a thing, that we were in too much of 
a rush, and besides as Christmas came on 
Sunday we would have to lose it. Well, 
when I tojd the boys, tiiey all said they 
would not tv^jrk on Monday, as it was a 
legal holiday and so there was no one 
worked, only to kec:p up trouble. Well, 
when the manger found out iibout ,t lie did 
not understand juit hov. it v. asanH «hywe 
would not v.oik, but after everything was 
explained it turned an entirely different 
light on it, so much so that they paid us 
forCh.-istmas and abo gave us McnJ.Tv for 
New Year'-3. Was very sorry t'lnt such 
a report shouid get out, ]>ot it is all O. K. 



now. Well, if I don't close 1 know some- 
body will be shut out this time. 

E. P. IVlcBROOM. 

I^ocal Union No. 75. 

Grand Rapids, Mich., Dec. 20, 1898. 
Editor Electrical Worker : 

Local No, 75 has not been heard from, 
for some time, as our Press Secretary 
moved out soon after his election and we_ 
neglected to appoint another. This neglect- 
has been remedied and we expect to keep 
our brothers posted as to where we are at. 

Things electrical are booming just at the 
present. I do not know of a man being 
out of a job. The city is putting in a plant 
for its street lights and the Edison com- 
pany is putting in a new lead, white the 
interior wiremen are busy rewiring for the 
furniture exposition. The Citizens Tel. 
Co. is the only company in town that is 
union, but there is no difficulty in a union 
man getting a job. If any of the other 
companies need a man they are perfectly 
indifferent about the matter, the union 
never having been aggressive or asserted 
itself in any way. 1 expect things will be 
a good deal quieter after the Holidays. 

We are very glad to hear of Uro. Forbes' 
victory in Detroit and hope the ordinance 
will be rigidly enforced. ! hope Bro. 
Forbes will favor us with sample questions 
to be answered by wiremen wishing to do 
work in Detroit. The council in this city 
recently passed an ordinance requiring the 
inspection of all electrical work done in- 
side the city limits, which I think answers 
the purpose of Bro. Forbes' ordinance and 
does it more thoroughly, as it is a constant 
check on poor work. No examination can 
have the effect that a constant supervision 
of each piece of work can have. Our rules 
are very similar to the code of the National. 
Underwrites and, with a few alterations 
along the line of making a standard cross 
arm with sufficient distance between in- 
side pins, would have the effect of making 
line work comparatively safe. I hope some 
of the brothers will take up this question 
so that we may formulate some policy that 
the whole National Brotherhood can work 
for. What we need is a few principles 
about which we are all of one mind and 
which we shall keep in mind, sinking our 
little local troubles in efforts for the good 
of the whole union and unions in general. 

Press Secretary No. 75. 

IfOcal Union No. 76. 

Tacoma, Wash., Jan. 2, 1S99. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

Dear Sir and Bros : Ha\'iiig been elected 
Press Secretary I will try and let you know 
a little about No. 76. We ha\ e been some- 
what dormant here in tlie past, not even 
getting a letter in the Worker to let the 
brothers know what we are doing, but the 
boys all say they are going to take hold 
and see if they can't build our local up to 
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where it ought to be.. What members we 
r;ot are all good ones, and there are plenty 
more in town that ought to belong, and I 
think with a persistent effort on the pnrt 
of each of us we can double our roll of 
members in a very short time. At least, 
■we are goitig to try anyway. 

At our last meeting we elected the fol- 
lowing officers, who are all very good 
ones, unless your humble sers'ant : 

President— Wni. Kane. 

Vice-President — M. Duley. 

Treasurer — I'. C. Bayha. 

Secretaries (combined) — Jas. Murray. 

Foreman and Inspector — C. E. Junett. 

Trustee— James Mnrphy. 

I ;iaw a letter from No. 6 in the Worker 
a short time ago stating Bro. Collins v,;is 
in PortUuid. 1 can inform the brother it 
was a mistake, for Bros. Collins, Little and 
Itoutids are all here in Tacoma working 
for the city, and 1 think a little of our 
Pugent Sound fogs and a few mid-day 
dews, which I might say are quite preva- 
lent here at this time of the year, does 
them good, for they are all enjoying the 
best of hsalth. There is not much to 
write about- in the electric business. The 
city lias its lighting plant, and has been 
extending the lines and reconstructing the 
incandescent system to quite an extent, 
which has kept all the boys pretty busy. 

This being iuy initiatory letter you can't 
expect inuch froni me, so 1 will close for 
this lime, wishing all brothers success. 

JAMES MURRAY, ■ 
Press Sec. 



NATURAI, TAXATION. 



St. Louis, Mo., Jan. i, 1S99. 
It is more of a rule than an exception in 
the ranks of trades unionists to ignore 
sociological questions and to draw the 
line strictly on political questions, pure and 
simple. Tabooing of political discussion 
within the sanctuary of the Union is prob- 
ablj' wise, but the freest play should be 
permitted in the examination and discus- 
sion of purely social questions when not 
before the people for political judgment. 
Such a question now before the people in 
its educational stage is that of the single 
tax on land valiies, or what Thomas C. 
Shearman, the eminent attorney and sta- 
tistician of New York, calls " Natural 
Taxation." Henry George called it "Sin- 
gle Tax," because the methods he ad- 
vocated looked to the collection of all rev- 
enues of goverumeut, national, state and 
municipal from one source, i. e., the land 
rated at its site, or location, value. Tilr. 
Shearman calls it " Natural ta.xatiou " be- 
cau.se, as pointed out by Henry Geort'e, 
llie values thus rated for purposes of gov- 
ernmental revenue."; are a natural product 
and arise only where governmental rev- 
enues are required, that is, in communi- 
ties where the people are engaged in in- 
du-stry and trade. And it is also demon- 



strated that these !nnd values ari,se in pro- 
portion to needs of the community. , For 
instance, in the couatry districts where 
tiie lands aro rated by the a(. re and every 
farn;er is his own fireman p.iiil policeman, 
schools and courts distant and other incon- 
veniences incident to country life, the 
needs for public revenues ' are slight and 
the values of the land are also low, leaving 
out the calculation of the value of the im- 
provements. 

Coming to the towu we find more need 
of public revenues and higher values in 
the lands, now valued by the foot, and 
then the great city, where millions of dol- 
lars animally are required, we find the 
laud values (of bare lots) running up into 
the millions of dollars for an area equal to 
an acre. This proves conclusively that 
land values are pnxluced solely by the peo- 
ple and are measured by the density of 
poijulalion, and tliat the poorest child in 
the greatest city is as much a factor in 
such production as Uie richest man's child, 
hence the government robs the poor child 
for the benefit of the rich when it permits 
land owners to charge other jieople for the 
use of land and pocVet .the proceeds. It 
robs the many for the benefit of the few in 
two ways. By permitting land values to 
be ta.xed away from those who use the 
land by the so-called cwners, and then 
coming back on the people for public rev- 
enues by taxing their personal property, 
buildings, etc., which are absolute private 
property, and no government has anj- 
moral right to touch it. Then it's bad 
policy to do so, and still worse to refuse 
to tax land values. Taxing things that 
are made by labor is" a discouragement to 
those engaged iu production, and if the 
tax is only high enough the production 
wonld cease or revolution against the gov- 
ernment imposing it would ensue ; most 
likely the latter. Therefore restriction on 
production is bad, because it reduces the 
number of opportunities for man to get 
work, and at the same time makes the 
price of the article oh which the tax is 
laid higher, thus cutting both ways as if 
with a two-edged knife. On the other 
hand to refu.<se to tax land values into the 
•public treasury is not only bad public 
policy, but it is criminal neglect of a plain 
duty. Land values belong to all the peo- 
ple, not alone because they produce them, 
but because the land is a heritage to all 
the people and cannot be bartered, sold or 
given away to individual persons. To per- 
mit private property in the land is to per- 
mit the sale and disposal of the birthright 
of generations yet unborn, and to under- 
take to set up laws for the guidance of 
those who come after us with the expecta- 
tion of it being binding is preposterous 
and has long since been laughed off the 
sl.ige of modern political economy. But 
private possession of land must be main- 
tained. To insure permanency of improve- 



ment and the best results of civilization, 
man nnist have his right to the possession 
of a certain area of land upheld by the 
government. ' He must have the right to 
exclude all others, and his right must be 
enforced by the goveriuueut. For this 
protection he should paj-. What should 
he pay? Just what it is worth to him. 
That worth is measured precisely by the 
value of his holding, without taking into 
account anything he has added in the 
shape of improvements. This kind of a 
ta.\: system would make things cheaper 
instead of dearer, because things could be 
produced cheaper, and would be in greater 
quantities. Rents would also be cheaper, 
bc-cause the taxing away from private in- 
dividuals the "unearned increment," 
(land values) would make it I'.ndesirable 
for anyone to hold land that they did not 
waiit to use, hence vacant lands would 
become f'-ee. Tliis woujd encourage house 
building, and all other kinds of industry 
would be sli;nuiivted uiitil there would be 
no involuntary idle man and wages would 
riic accordingly. 

Sucli ill brief is our contention for the 
.•;ingle tax. There are miiiiberless argu- 
n.ents that could be presented, but the 
foregoing is a fair presentation of the 
practical features of the George doctrine. 
We do not claim the single tax to be a 
cure-all for every evil that exists. There 
are many other reforms necessar)', but to 
bring about all other reforms and leave 
la.nd values to be collected by the land- 
lords for private gain would give no per- 
manent relief, because reforms increase 
land vahies, and under present conditions 
of land ownership every change for tl.ie 
better would simply increase the amounts 
the users would have to pay the owners' of 
land. 

L. P. CUSTER. 
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Prom "Old Crip." 
Raton, New Mex., Jan. 5, 1899. 
Editor Electrical Worker: 

The Holidays are past and it's time to 
send in a few words to the Worker again. 
Old Crip didn't have much of an Xinas, 
but he sincerely hopes that all other 
brothers had an enjoyable time. I dare 
say that before another New Year rolls 
around, that some of us will have crossed 
the river. We can't tell who will be "ne.xt." 
It may be you or it may be me. Well, Old 
Crip is very thankful that he is still living, 
although I have had ten thousand people 
to tell nae they had much rather be dead 
than to be living in the condition I am in. 
It wouldn't be so bad for a man to be per- 
fectly helpless if he had means to live on 
and keep himself and family from want, 
but when he has to drag his withered body 
from place to place, and from street to 
street in a feeble effort to sell something 
to gain his daily bread, it is a very different 
proposition. Well,! guess we all think "our" 
lot is the worst, but when I think of the 
poor blind people in this land then I think 
and feel that I should be very grateful that 
1 can look around me and see everything 
and think hov.' much worse my lot would 
be if 1 did not b?.ve m 
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thing I know— that the members of the 
locals of this Brotherhood who have sent 
me money within the last 18 months have 
kept me from want and made my burden 
much lighter. I owe a great deal to mem- 
bers of this B., and then the kind and ' 
cheering letters that 1 have received from 
different brother.?, all with a word of cheer 
for me. A number of times when I have 
been laying in my bed, weary and forlorn, 
I have been made cheerful and happy by 
receiving a letter of cheer from some 
brother whose heart was beating in sym- 
pathy for me. 

• Brothers, you have no idea how good it 
makes an unfortun.ite man feel to have 
some one speak a cheering word to him or 
try to help him along some " way. For in- 
stance, look at the ' letter in last nionth's 
Worker from Win. A. Breese, of Local 41, 
of Buffalo, N. Y., in an ardent endeavor to 
help me. Brothers, such an endeavor could 
only be actuated by a true, honest brother- 
ly heart, such as has been found to beat in 
the bosoms of such men as Wm. A. Breese. 
Although I have never met Bro. Breese, 
and may never have the pleasure of meet- 
ing him, I truly hope I may live to prove 
myself worthy of the deep and brotherly 
consideration he has given me. I have 
not received the New Year's bo.x yet, and 
it matters not whether it contains one dol- 
lar or five hundred, I can assure those that 
contribute to it, either by word or deed, 
that Old Crip's heart will beat with joy and 
his gratitude shall only be limited by his 
inability to express it. I feel that I owe 
iriy life to the N. B. E. W.; its members 



have stood by me far and near. They have 
proven a bulwark and a "rock 61 refuge" 
to a helpless lineman and family. Oh I 

coul'i I unly use these v ithered limbs and 
hands again i I would walk from the At- 
lantic to the Pacific and from Galveston to 
Duiuth to shake the hands of those who 
have stood by :ne sine; I havebeen thrown 
into this deep chasm of aflliciion. How 
thankful I sliould be ! Some time ago I 
sent 12 copies of my book to Local 72, of 
Waco, Tex., and although that ioca! pur- 
chased nine dollars worth last year (i8q7) 
they sent nie eight dollars and twenty-five 
cents more about two weeks ago. They 
didn't fail to do their part to help the mo- 
termcn, either, sonic two months ago, when 
they were on a strike in Waco. I shall 
always bi; grateful to them for their gener- 
ous help. Georgr- Lockhart, the Hodges 
Brothers and in fact ali the brotiiers of 
Texas liave stood by me all along. I re- 
ceived another dollor frrirn the brothers of 
Local io, of Indianapolis, soine tv.'o weeks 
ago. Bro.. E'. M. DeMers of L. U. 65, 
sent me S2. 50, from the brothers of Butte 
City. Bro. I-. G. Hal! sent me S3-oo from 
the brothers ot L. U. 46, of Loweii, jMass., 
and Bro. Charles E. Fowier sent me S3. 75 
from the brothers of L. U. 49, of Chicago. 

Brothers, yoM v.'iTl all be rcwr.rtled some 
time for your kindness to me and you have 
my sincere gratitude. By begging pardon 
of t'ne Editor and also thanking him most 
heartily for his brotherly words in past 
issues of the worker, I will rluse till next 
month. With best wishes for the health 
and happiness of every nis.mber, 

\ am gratefully, 
ROBERT G. WRIGHT. 



Five SecouS.s SufBolent to Kill " Roddie " 
CbtiSiiolm, the I^iuemafi. 

Deep sorrov.- was e.xpressen among the 
employees of the Coiumouwealth Electric 
comptxny of Chicago on the deatli of "Rod- 
die" Chrisholm by coming in contact with 
a live wire at rifty-fifth and State streets 
recently. He was a favorite with his fel- 
low employes, and had been in the service 
of the con;pany for five 5'ears past, and his 
sad fate, a death all linernen fear, cast a 
gloom over the entire force. 

He was the "day " trouble man " of the 
force, and in company with Ed Duraui, 
who disc'uarges the same duty at night, 
was engaged in making a connection at 
the somh side of citaLe sireel. and Odrlieid 
'ooulevard. Chrisholm was wor'tiiug on a 
poie about twenty feet from the groiuid, 
and in reaching for some material slipped 
and lost his balance. In trying to recover 
it he grasped a " 'oare end." Instantly 
200 volts circulated through ids body. His 
groans of anguish attracted Dur-im's atten- 
tion, and he instantly tore him from the 
wire, but live secoiirls or more Liad elapsed, 
and that brief period of time was fatul. 
Duram \\as compelled to use all hi.= force 
to remove him. Cliir'.biii.u down the pole 
v/ith liis ioad iie carried the hall burned 
vicUm to a ucighbcring drug storo. Doc- 
tors labor.;d an hour tiyirg to 1 ;:;.-.! scitale 



him, but their efforts were useless. Dur- 
ani, who v>as thrown into a stale of ner- 
vous excitement by the calamity, says 
Chrisholm shrieked with pain when first 
the current coursed through his system, 
but never gave any evidence of conscious- 
ness after. 

The victim had been in the service of 
the company for five years, and was a pop- 
ular fellow and a clever electrician. He 
was born in Nova Scotia, where his parents 
reside, and was on the eve of starting east 
to visit tliem, not having been home for 
eighteen years past. He was a member of 
Princeton Lodge, K. of P., and leaves a 
host of friends to regret his sad fate. 

An inquest was held at Mclnerney'.s 
morgue, 5050 State street, and the reuiains 
were taken to his late hofne at 5757 Union 
avenue. 
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Directory of Unions. 



Secretaries will please furnish the uecessai-y in- 
formatiou co make this directory coniplete. Kdte 
that the time aiiri place of meeting, the name of the 
President, the names and addresses of the Kecord- 
iag and I'iuaucial Secretaries are required. 



No. I,, St. Irouis, Mo.— Meets eveiy Moudav at 
601 Market St. Pres., C. VV Campbell, 36.>6 Califor- 
titanv.; R. S. Paul Kliiiii>er, 1525 N. 12th St.; F. S , 
P. C. Kish, 1927 N. 15th St. 

No. a, Jlilwaakee, "Wis.— Meets everv Fridav 
ot 2y8 Fourth St. Pres., loe Hatiis; F. S., I. H. 
Wliite. 

No. 3, St. I>ottis, Mo.— Meets every Saturday at 
Lighlstone's Hull, iith and Franklin av. . Pres , A. 
P. Blackfoni, 13th and Market, care Garfield House; 
R.S.,J. L. Cntlibnt. 2027 Pine St.; F. S., Frank Pier- 
;.-out, 3223 Manchester av. . 

No. 4. New Orleans, I,a.— Meets ist and 3d 
Tuesduj's at Carondelfi and Perdido .sts. Pres., J. 
McGregor, 2111 Rouacau St.; R. S., C. M. Hale, 630 
St. Mary St.; F. S., R. U. Joyce, 331 S. Bassin st. 

No. S, PittsburK, Pa. — IMeets every Friday 
night ill ichmeri?. Bid-., cor. Water and Market s'.s. 
Pres., H. H. Haas, Oak Station P. O , Pittsburgh; 

S.,- Fratik Liinney, 301 kobiusou ^t , Alle.;heny 
City; F. S. F. G. Randolph, Walnut and Center sis., 
Wilkensburgr, Pa. 

No. 6, San Francisco, Cal. — Meets 2d and 4th 
Wednesdays at Koreslers' Hall. 20 Eddy st. Pres. 
Win. Barston, 214 Union St.; R S., A.. A. Whitfield, 
632 Natomast.; V. S., R. P. Gale, 1210 A Broadway, 

No. 7, Spring-field, Mass. — Meets every 

Wednesday at room 14 Barnes Blk. Pres.. G. T. 
McGiVvray, • 30 Besse PI.; R. S , T. J. Lynch. 
Chicopee Falls, Mass.; F. S., M. r-'arrell, 59 Broad 

St. 

No. S, Toledo, O. — Meets every Monday at 
Friendship Hall. Pres., C. W. Schausten, 1846 On- 
tario st ; R. S., W. K. Ke.s.sler', 701 South st.; F. S., 
F. Si. Geiisbechter, 713 Colburn St. 

No; 9, Chicago, III.— Meets everj' Saturday at 
106 K. Randolph st. Pres., W. A. Jackson, Eng. 
Co. 16, 3tst and Dearborn sis ; R. S., J E. Poling, 
922 W. 53id St.; F. S., J. DiiscoU, 77 Fuller st. 

No. 10, Indianapolis, Ind.— Meets ist and 3d 
Mondays at 29}^ \V. Pearl st. Pres., John Berrv, 
care hdqrs. Fire Dept.; R. S , Geo. R. Beecher, 813 
2C. Senate av.; F. S., I,ee E. Jones, 1110 W. Wash- 
ington St. 

No. la. Greater New York— Pres., W. \V. 
Vaughan,9 Nas.-au st., Biooklyn; R. S., Chas. I,. 
Sogers, 134;^ Kosciiisko St., Brooklyn; F. S., F. G. 
Ottt, 334 First St., Brooklyn. 

No. 17, Detroit, Mich. — Meets every Tuesday 
night at No. 9 Cadillac sq. Ptes , R. Scanlao, 90 
Potter St.; R. !> , Frank Campbell, 180 Debois St.; 
F. S., P. Andrich, 985 Van Dyke av. 

No. 18, Kansas City, Mo.— Meets everv Friday 
night. Labor hdqrs., 1117 Walnut st. Pres , F. Hohn, 
702 Del. St., K. C, Kan.; R. S., F. I. Schadel, 612 
Wall St., K. C, Mo.; F. S., W. I,. Hutchiuson, 1605 
Harrison st., K. C, Mo. 

No. ig, Atchison, Kan. — Pres., P. J. Koth, 906 
N. Tenth st.; R. S., 11. G. Wickersbam; F. S., R. E. 
Eastou, 600 Conil st. 

No.. 83, Omaha, Neb.— Meets every ist and 3d 
Wednesdays at Labor Temple, 17th & Douglas sts. 
Pres , J. S. Tobias, 2923 S. iSth St.; R. S., J. C. 
Schneider, 1706 S. 17th St.; P. S., P. L. Myers, 711 
N. i6th St. 

No. as, St. Pattl, Minn.- Pres., J. H. Road- 
iiouse, 150 aiierbuiue uv.; R. S., U. B. Powers, 95! 
Bradley st.; F. S., A. H. Garrett, 201 S. 6th st. 

No. «4, Minneapolis, Minn. — Pres., O. R. 
SliOTtall; R. S , W I Ueyv/ood, 16 K. 26th st; F. S., 
P. H. C. Wood, 2731 Tremoflt av. S. 

No. as, Duluth, Minn. - Meets 2d and 4lh 
Thursdays at room 6, Banniug Blk. Pres., R, 
Thayer, 34 Third «v.; R. S , I^. P. Runkle, 17 Norria 
Blk.; F. S., Jas. F. Owens, 414 E. First St. 

No, a6, Washington, D. C— Meets every Sat- 
urday at 628 IiOUisiana av. Pres., John HoHecker, 
foo7 N. Carolina av. S. E.; R. S., J. C O'Connell, qio 
E. St., N. W.; F. S., G. A. Malone, 48 L. St., N. W.' 

No. 27, Baltimore, M. D.— Meets everj' Mon- 
day at Hall ciir P"ayette and Park avs. Pres , W W. 
Welsh, i42o.'Visquitli St.; k. S , Wm. F. Kelly, 405 E. 
Lanvalest; F.S., F. H. Russell, 1408 Aisquith .st. 



No. 30, Cincinnati, C— Meets ist and 3d Mon. 
days at 136 B Couri st. Pres.', Win. Williams, 26 
Mitchell av., Mt. Aubiirne City;' R. S., Wm Price, 
10-16 Cele-itiat st., Mt. Auburne City; F. S. Geo. R. 
nildebrand,.S. E; 'cor. 3rd & Broadway, Mt. Au- 
burne City. " ' ' 

No. 31, Ati'isco'dda,. «I,out. — Pre^^fT'hos Dwyer, 

care Klect. Llg'ht Co.; R. 3 , J. F. Reeii-^^ ; F.S., 

Cha:-. McDonald, Carroll, Mont: 

No. 3a,I,ima, O.— Prs:-,, O. G. Suyder, 812 High 
St.; R. S , W. Hulnies; F. S., Wm. R. Kraus, 21 j E. 
Wayne st. 

No. 35, Boston, Mass. — Meets every Wednes- 
day at 49 Dennett st. Pres, T. R. Melville, 21 
Motion St.; R S., J. B. JetTers; F. S., W. C. Wood- 
ward, 10 Church st. 

No. 36, Sacramento, Cal.—Meets 1st and 3d 
Tues lays at Foiesteis' Hall. Pres, J. S. Marsh, 
6co 7tli st ; R. S , O. Buckius, 1415 D St.; F. S., F. O. 
Huttou, 1617 M. St. 

No. 37, Hartford, Coiin.— Meets every Wednes- 
day at 003 Main St. Pres., W. K. Crawley, 23 Spring 
St.; R. S., M. P. Sullivan, 22 'Village St.; F. S., J. J. 
Tracy, 5S Temple St. 

No. 38, Cleveland, O. — Meets every Wednes- 
day niglit at 3s6 Ontario st. Pres., Geo. K. Gleasou, 
no Maple st ; K. S , C. J. Minch, 16 Salzer St.; P. S., 
A. Herron, 4 Wallace st. 

No. 40, St. Joseph, Mo. -'Meets every Thurs- 
day nig^htat Brobaw Kali, Sth and Locust scs Pres., 
Frank P. St Ciair, R'y Co.; R S , Wm. T. Dorsel, 
R'y Co.; F. S., J. C. Schneider, city Elec. St. Co. 

No. 41, Buffalo, N."y.— Meets every Wednesday 
at Council Hall Pres. Jas. A Burgess, 664 Main St.; 
R. S., Geo. W. Bass, 169 Vermont St.; F. S., H. M. 
Scott, 363 N. .Morgan St. 

No. 42, TJtica, N. Y.— Pres , W. T. Carter, 6S 
Neilson St.; K. S., G. O Carter, jo Elm St.; F. S., F. 
Danaher, 210 BLandina St. 

No. 43, Syracuse, N. Y. — Meets ist and 3d 
Tuesdays at McCarthy's Hall, Market st., opp. City 
Hall. Pres., A. Donovan, 310 Niagara St.; R. S , F. 
N. Stiles, 734 E. R. R. S.; F. S., Wm. H. Gough, 108 
Hawthorne st. 

No. 44, Rochester, N. Y. — Meets 2d and 4th 
Wednesdays at udd Pellows' Hall, State st. Pres., 
John Kenealy.So Frank st.; R S , A. L. Denniston, 
14 Baldwin St.; F. S., Fred Martin, 50 Cliamplaiu St. 

No. 45, Buffalo, N. Y.— Meets ist and 3d Sat- 
urda\s at Couucil Hall. Pres., F. Devlin. 711 Vir- 
ginia St.; R. S., J. Diilgbaum; F. S., M. E. Stable, 
46 Kail St. 

No. 46, I^owell, Ma.ss.— Meets every Thursday 
at 202 .Merrimack ..,t., 3d fioor, room 5. Pres., Les- 
ter G. Hall, P. O. Box 292; R. S., H. L. Whitney, 6 
Puffer av.; F S , R. V. Cole. 169 Mt. Hope St., Paw- 
tnckettville, Mass. » ' 

No. 47, 'Worcester, Mass. — Meets every 
Wednesday evening at 306 .\iain St. Pres., S. A. 
Stout, 130 Austin St.; R S , V. V. Reed, 61 Myrtle 
St.; F. S., Chas. C. Coghlin, 113 West St. 

No. 48, Decatur, "111.— Meets at Cigarmakers' 

Hall, E. Maui st. Pres , J. B Mulenix, 6ii Spring 
St.; F. S., F. E. Aldrich, 115 Wood st. 

No. 43, Chicago, 111.— Pres., F. J. Struble, 40 
W. Division St.; R. S., Walter J. Dempsey, 153 
Throop St.; F S., Chas. Fowler, 219 W. Congress st. 

No. 52, Davenport, la.— Meets ist and 3d Tues- 
days. Pres., A. L. Wheeler, Atlantic Hotel; R. S., 
J. H. Clarke, 215 Iowa st. 

No. S3, Harrlsb'tirg, Pa.— Pres., C. A. Swager, 
115)4 Market St.; R S., Jas.'Emminger, 25 N. 15th 
St.; F. S., C. Aod-rson, 46 Sumiuitt St. 

No. 55, Des Moines, la.— Meets every Thurs- 
day uight at Trades Assembly Hall. Pres , J. Fitz- 
gerald, 1924 Sioer st ; R. S., C. C. Ford, 715 Scott St.; 
F. S., M. O. Tracey, 212 Raceon st. 

No. 06, Erie, Pa.— Meets ist and 3d Wednes- 
days. Pres., P. Jacobs, 161 East 7th St.; R. S., L. E. 
Carson, 303 French St.; F. S., J. P. St. Clair, 708 

French st. 

No. 57, Salt Lake City, Utah— Sec'y, R. Blair, 
care Citizens' H. L. Co. 

No. 60, San Antonio, Tex.— Meets 1st and 3d 
Saturdays at 8 p. m., in Painters' Hall, 131 Soldud 
st Pres., Roy S. Cushmau, 409 Wyoming St.'; R. S., 
W. P. Anderson, 414 6tb St.; F. S., M. E. McElroy, 
1723 W. Commerce st. 

No. 61, I<os Angeles, Cal. — Pres., P. Buchanan, 

357 N. Main St.; R. S.,W.A. Woodis, Box 84 Station 
B; F. S., S. L. Brose, 432 Colytou st. 

No. 62, Kalamazoo, Mich.— Pres., Leon Bell- 
m.ni, 1102 Porter St.; R. S., Wm. Thackery, 1233 
Portage St.; F. S., L. Burnett, 116 N. Church st. 

No. 63, Warren, Pa.— Meets ist and 3d Wednes- 
days at D. O. H. Hall, cor. 2d and Liberty st.s. Pres., 
F. W Teriy, iH Laurel St.; R. S., W. A. Pulliam, 
Exchange Hotel. 



No. 65, Butte, Mont.— Meets sd and 4th 
Weduesdavs in Good Templars' Hall Pre.';.. E. A. 
Cherry, CaVc Mont. E Co.; R. S., W. C Medhurst, 
P. O. Box S4.'>; E. M. DeMers, P. O. Box 846. 

No. 66, Houston, Tex. — Meets 1st and 3d Mon- 
days, pre.s.. Geo. O Wood, 120,3 Capital av.; R. S., 
W.' P. John-on, Telephone Office; F. S., W. P. 
Caywood, 1413 Franklin av. 

No. 67, Quincy, 111.— Meets 2d and 4tli Wednes- 
days ill Trade? Assembly Hall, S. Sth st. Pres., W. 
F. Warner, ^si Locust St.; L. O. Consian'i, 401 S. 9th 
st; C. H. .'vIcNsmee, 511 S. 7lh st. 

No. 68, Denver, Col.— Meets Monday nights 
at 1731 Arapho St., Club Bldg.; Pres., Chas Sails, 
troiu, iisi Ogdeu st ; R. S.. C. W Armstrong, 2455 
Lincoln av.; F S., H. T. Clark, 808 14th st. 

No. 6g, Dallas, Tex.— Meets every Tuesday 
evening ut Labor Hall Pres., W. B. Courtuey, 120 
Emma si.: R. S., C. E Bos on, 143 Emma St.; F. S., 
P. T. Barne.", 147 N. Akaid st. 

No. 70, Spring^Aeld, 111.— Meets iSt and 3d 
Thursilavs. Carpenters' Hall. .S. 4th st. Pres., Fred 
Miller, btaley Hotel; R. S , Ch^.s. Dauilsou, 1118 E. 
Jackson St.: F S., S. Phillips, S42 N. 3d st. 

No. 71, Galveston, Tex.— Meets 2d and 4th 
Tliu.-sdavs, Cuoks and Waiters' Hall, 23d st , be- 
tween, .vlijrket and Mechan-c. Pres , J. F. Payne, 
152S 2r!d st ; I'.. S. D. L. Goble, 3320 R. ■•; St.; F. S., 
I). K. Garrett, 120*1 39th St. 

No. 72, Waco, Tex.— Meets id and 4th Wednes- 
days al Labor HalL Pres., J. U-. Caple, loiS N. 7th 
St.; R. fi., W. D. Harold, iSoi Herring av.; F. S., 
Joseph Hedges, 728 S. 6th st. 

No. 73, Spokane, W ash.— Meets ist and 3d 
\Vedu.-"'S(jays in K .of P. Kali, 816 Riverside av. Pres., 

F. li Hensley, 218 Riverside av.; R. S., G. Paget, P. 
O. B )x 633; F. S., C. C. Van Inv.'cgen, P. O. Box 635. 

No. 74, Winona, Minn.— Pres., H. B. Klein, 
5:0 Olmstead st ; R. S., Dan Bahnicr, r6i Harvester 
av.; F. S., Jo.sepli Trautuer, 620 E. 3rd st. 

No. 75, Gravid Rapid.s, Mich.— Meets ist and 
3d Sundays, pres., A. D. McLellan, 29 K. Bridge 
St.; R S.,'C. Burns, care Citizens' Tel. Co.; F. S., 
C. E. Post, 132 Winter st. 

No. 76, Tacoma, Wash. — Pres., Wm. Kane, 
1136 D St.; R. S., W. J. Love, 113 loth st.;'F. S., Jas. 
Munuy. 1118 D St. 

No. 77, Seattle, Wash.— Pres., J. J. Maitland; 
231 Pontius av; R. S.,C. H. Randall, 815 2d av; G. 

G. Jenkins. 1319 14th av. 

No. 78, Saginaw, Mich.— Pres., Jas. Hodgins, 
30S N. Franklin St.; R S., John Strachan, 336 N. id 
St.; F. S., Chas. Ross, P. O. Box 225 E. S. 

No. 80, Cleveland, O.— Pres., A. .4. McDonald, 
596 Superior St.; R. S., Maud Myles, 18S 23d av.; F. 
S., N. Kali. 



What opinion has the general pttblic of 
Order in your locality ? It is probably 
based upon the opinion of your local. Bear 
in mind that you are a member of it, and 
that the opinion of it is the opinion of yon. 
If the opinion isn't the right one, yon 
have the power to make it right. 

SF?!D US OilE DOLLAR •^^'^ 

v.};;'" r*^ "^'-LHIl sei.il'vouthialiiir air-lb. 

imwlilJJ |< Itiem lilah (frailL. IlKSKIlVOIll COAL A.VU HOOD 
CIIOaSI'OVK, by treiaht C.O.P., tubjecli to examinatton. 
Kxa:uiuo it at 



your freiehli 
elopDt jlnd if 
Jou.'id porl'ecc- 
ly e.\ti.U'r.ctory 
B.!iflt:ici;realeat 

i'ull evui- 

y ti w o 
heard oC, 
pav the 
ri-ult.'lit 
a'.;c:i t iiur 
Si'rCIAL 

sia.oo 

'e-'ri Ihti 

41.00 scat 
Mfi'Ji order, 
o.'$l:.<.00 and 
ficl-jlit 





WRTTF. FOR OUR B»a F»EE 
STOVE CATAUOCUE 



chutes. Thisstovuid size No. 8, oven Is Itii-rxlRxll, top 
ij t-.ti;; iiKuIoCroin best pi^c iron, extra lari.re fluei'.hoavy 
coi-er,!, l).j:'vyliniii;,'.s ami irrates, lii.r^'(i oven yhelf, heavy 
tin-uned ovou tioor, haml^omo nickcl-platecl ornanieu- 
Ta,li<>niiaii4 iriinmiut^s, estra larpre (ierpi.-fiiurncSiaiiili.sh 
piirerlnhilinril r«serv«ii-,iiaiRlrioinpIui-frc-oTrianjeiited Ija.'^e. 
ItfHt c»al liurni.'.- viuar, aii-l wefuriii.sli KUKKiiii e.^:tra wood 
pratR, ma\[n_-ita perfO':? wood Imrnep, « K ISSI'K A lilXD- 
IS« Ci;.4K.iXTf:;''. wttli et^ery stove and pimmntec safe Oe- 
Iivery t.> ynnr railmad sfc:ition. Your locai dealer won Id 
rliar re yo;i iiO-VOi) for snt-li ix stove; the fi oicrlit 1.^ only 

ftlmiiC «l.m far f:tr-h -vn iniif!~5. s.>w.'sa»« ynii (.t Ipost # H>, 

SEi^RS, ROE3UCK & CO. '""O. ridCAOO 
HSCBrs, Kocbock & Co. are tboi-oaghlf reliable— KUUor.) . 
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BV ANN ARKIST, 

I sat smoking in the sunshine, on a sum- 
mer afternoon, 
Thinking of some things that's past and 
gone, 

When I saw a large procession a passing 
bj' Uie gate, 
Whereat I wondered at the queer and 
motly throng. 
There were suUen, scowling faces, showing 
years of toil and labor, 
Some men haggard, others drawn with a 
frown ; 

Few were cheerful, none were liappy, I 
could tell by scanning close, 
Al! were gathered from the country and 
the town. 

Tliey tramped with measured paces, to a 
screaming fife and drum ; 
■And banners bore on high with strange 
device ; 

Telling of their craft and wishes, their 

sufferings and their woes, 
In language plain, but ihesc nol over 
nice. 

I followed at a distance to where this horde 
had clogged ; 
A many .Ihousatid of thein gathered 
there ; 

'■ C'ur rights," " Our dues !" they shouted 

211 loud and angrj' voice, 
. Aiid brawny fist, and clubs swung in the 

air. 

******* 
I beheld aiiothei- picture ; 'twas most 
r.-ieasin^f lo the eye ; 
A palatial home of splendor great, 
'Twas filled from end to garret with gold 
and silken niclie.s. 
Rare jewels, costly paintings, silver 
plate. 

In every nook ;ind corner were statues 
from all climes, 
And other treasures from deep, down in 
mother earth ; 
Ab, 'twas gorged and stuffed to bursting 
with nii kinds of useless trash. 
The gathering of which caused many a 
desolate heprth. 
From my stand I saw foir people, clothed 
and decked in finery grand. 
Who never soiled their hands with hon- 
est work ; 

I?iit who enjoy the best gathered from far 

iiiid distant land, 
Bv those who from Ufe's labor never 
shirk. 

And Ihcy enjoy the thrift of all who toil 
from dawn 'til night, 
Yet never gave a thought to tho.<5e poor 
slaves. 

"He who hath much uUall -jivenmore," 
the good old ISible reads ; 
Of cotirse the good, old Bible must be 

right. 

Then another scene presented ilsclf to my 
horror sti jCf.cn gaze. 



A squatter stricken home 1 have in 
hiind ; 

Th'/ family of a minex, v;bo delves in a 
black bole. 
Whose life is but the on.-. U:imnation 
grind. 

His soul is but his master's from early 
mm-u to night. 
And slaves but for a pittance he receivci; 
His taboi keeps from freexing when old 
cold winter comes. 
For y/hich he only asks wliaS's his by 
right. 

Aye. thousands of those seif same "homes" 
range Iheni-s^lves befofi- niy eye, 
aitfi discontent' seems ranipaiU. everj'- 
where ; -j • 
Half-clgthed, half stai-^ed, tliey struggle 
on in never ceasing toil, 
A miserable existt'hoe--with the palace 
to; coin pare. : 
I seek to find the fault of thesri iiiost hor- 
\rible conditipns. 
Of those who are born equal on this 
earth! 

Ah! " Starvation wages," "Emigration," 

" Tru.sts" and " Monopolj-," ; 
Greed of " grinding corpcralions," also 
" luxury from broth." 
Just then I saw a shadow of a picture pass- 

•"6 "J i 

'Tw?.s so different that I could, but truly 
.<;tare ; 

A funeral procession, wending towards the 
home of sleeping dead. 
The hearse bore clay of one a million- 
aire. 

"His soul has. gone lo heaven,'' 1 over- 
heard them say, ; 
" In never-ending' joy he'll sing God's 
praise," . 
He built up a great church v.'ith money 
others earned; 
Memorials by the score he did upraise. 
" Did he ever feed the starving or lift the 
uudertrod? 
Or aught but of himielf did ever think?" 
So they said' be d gone to heaven, well, I 
have my doubts of tliat ; 
I seem to see. him standing on hell's 
brink. ■ • ' 
He did not his treasure hide " where moth 
nor rust corrode," 
But heaped it up for come otie to spend 
all. 

Now he's just about to gel dues ; not those 
we clamor for, 
For yon know'the " greater lieight, the 
Vv'or.se the fall." 
Then. I heard about s. pict'u.re, that 1 jour- 
neyed i^i to see, 
Of a land where all who dwelled were 
satisfied ; 

Tliere. was no want nor v.'Oiry, no rich nor 
poor lived there, 
Where in love and ksndr.:';Sb each one 
vied. 

No discouietil or slarving, no slaves were 



No millionaires or poor dwelled in that 
land ; 

'Twas as near to ll^r an heaven a£ ever I 
did sec, 

Though the streets were not of gold or 

silver sand. 
It wa.s filled with pretty children and happy 

parents, too. 
And all men called as brother or as 

friend ; 

Ah, 'twas gladdening to the heart to live 
in a world like that, 
The nnlleiiiuin l;ad conic onto n>; llieil. 
A Crash — my pipe was broken ; I was sit- 
ting in my chair ; 
'Twas gone — I wafceiied with a soreaiu. 
No happy land, no hfaven, I saw the same 
old world, 

It was . but the .happy mystery of a 
dream. 




Si,@5BblSJLI3,sosy!T 

tip.-^t ftnfi ::oui>if fciu-e. U^yular *a. 50 Bo.vs' 2- 
I'icc: Kiiec r,ii;'- Siiifi; wroim; ut Sl«95. 

A .Nt'-W bllT tiiLii foVmiy of these sult-i 
which don's tri^o juii.sf.ictory wear. 
^pnH iMn tVlnnrv ^i^' 9"* 

afaieitcfi uf !'ov ^iiidiiav whefhei' !nrt,'e or 
small Vor a^?- hi. '.I v, e v> il! yeiid you thd 
'■■T*'' siiiC by ex])ress. CO-O.- «ubji.'(rc to extiinin- 
i^'ation. Yc'.i can cxfiniine ic ut your uADrysj' 
' J.i^t oRice and if Cuuiul ferfuv.V.y e!ar.isia.-toi"y 
'^fl and equal to suit? sc tti in yoiii- town top 
\s:i.50, j!av vour hspi c=ii aire-it our e}iOcial 
S offer pr!--', 'S!,'^ri 'Tprt-^r ffiMVSf.*. 

TBF.SE S^I.V^iC-'il'A K'J: Vlii n^rt for 
bo>-!! I"uai 4- m 1 j jciirs uf acp, .'m-i r..-f retaitt*S 
everv.v!iere at ?;i.-''0. 31a(It-"iv;lh double SeKt 
and knee?, Imesi .iS!)ys!}io aj iilustrfttO':!. 
iiiiiJe from a speoiai wp«r-tc»-'.3il;iL', Iienvj- 
weljbt, ALI-WOOIi Oakivf-H ca.'isiim re, neat, ;i.indi:oTiic- piit- 
tern, fine ser?B lininp'. Cluyiuii vuteriL i;acri)iii;)g. v-t"- 
dinEr.stayin*? nmi. reiiiforcinf.', -iilic nnd^mrn sowing.'. lino 
I illor-Diarte tbriJiv.-hi>ui. a suit anv h,.i^ ov r<iir!'rit wouUI 
bR proud VOll KHi-.f-: G!.UTM S-OIFLKt ff l. CioiMn.; 
(suits, orercoat.s ur ulsters), for b-->ys 4 'i^> 19 YK.vit^i 
write fur Samiile H;:Ri£ Ko. POC, eoniiiinti l\ishion iilo-.tc:"^ 
tape ineasur'.'. and full instructions how to orfk-r. 

Slen's Suits uiirt Overcontg mndp lo on!"*" from ¥^.00 vp^ 
Snmples sent tree on iipplioation. Adttrrss, 

SEARS, ROEBUCK & CO, (Inc.), Chicago, III 

(Sears, EncbuckACo* ore thoroaghly reiJablc— Kdltov.l 



A 

PORTABLE 
CLIMAX 



A Long" Look for 
Loring's Loss. 

A. Complete Story «:th an 
Appendix of Useful infor- 
mation, by 

ROBERT G. WRIGHT, 

Practical Electrician. 



This book sent post paid, on receipt of 
Price, Ccnio. 

Address 

HhRCT'B.iCA.t, \\'0RKSK; 
731 Powers Bldg., Rochicster, K. Y. 



TECKNiCAL ir\ OF.NTS 
EDUCATION OLI A WEEK 

7ur 4iS (icn-n aud !jlSitmi/aUi,»cgi7^A.>'£DCCAl!a.V ia: 

ELECTRICITY 



Engiiieecii.g; Rt'ri-. ration; Olit.mistrjr; lUiiln 

Archueciural, or Mcchaoicul IJTai*iDg; Siirviiyiiif; j 

m.il ilippius; .'an^tar; l'l!iii!l>iiii;; ArchiLi ctur?; |, . 

hare hclpeil chuui.ttj .s u- li-.-ii«r (KUtinon-i. ( ^^'T.W 
Ciycular Free; StaU sv.!,Jii-t noitviih to Stuify j. « 



